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Dear Alumni and Friends,
The new buzz phrase on the streets of the legal profession and within the halls of legal education
is "practice-ready graduates." Several years ago, we talked about educating lawyers so that they hit
the ground running. Employers of Shepard Broad Law Center graduates praise the level at which
our graduates do hit the ground running. Many graduates echo this same senriment.
Even so, many charge that law schools are not doing enough to make graduates practice ready.
Whether or not we agree, the question is clear: What more should we be doing to better prepare
our students to practice law in a changing legal profession? Although this is not solely a question
for law schools, law schools play an important role in addressing the question.
The Law Center offers students multiple opportunities for skills-based, experiential learning. In
existence for many years are our traditional clinical programs housed in the Children and Families
Clinic and the Alternative Dispute Resolution Clinic, as well as our externship placements with
legal employers in the areas of business law, criminal prosecution and defense, environmental law,
international law, and personal injury law. It remains a requirement that every student must take
a minimum of two workshop courses, which are designed to be hands-on and skills based. I would
be remiss if I did not include in this set of skills-based courses the Lawyering Skills and Values
course that every first-year student takes.

We believe in and
model. .. evolution
of the competencies
lawyers need in an
ever-changing world ...

-A Shepard
Broad Law Center
Core Value

Our efforts at skills-based learning do not stop here. Several key initiatives are underway at the
Law Center. These initiatives include interdisciplinary study options; clinic expansion; professional
development opportunities in nontraditional, law-related topics; and increased efforts to teach
skills across the curriculum.
Interdisciplinary study options permit law students to take graduate-level courses in other colleges
of Nova Southeastern University to enhance skills that might be useful in the practice of law.
Approved programs in the H. Wayne Huizenga School of Business and Entrepreneurship and the
Oceanographic Center are our first efforts at interdisciplinary programming.
Clinic expansion will begin with the creation of two new clinics: a bankruptcy clinic and a veterans
clinic. Additional clinic expansion is planned for the future, providing more opportunity for
hands-on learning while providing a valuable service to the South Florida community.
Professional development in skills not traditionally taught in law schools-such as finance,
marketing, effective communication in a technological age, and human resource managementwill provide useful training for our students, alumni, and members of the bar.
The economics of preparing the practice-ready graduates of tomorrow presents challenges at a time
when law schools arc attempting to control costs and tuition increases. Teaching 60 to 70 students in
a doctrinal-level course has economic efficiency. Meaningful skills education requires smaller classes.
Workshop courses have an enrollment limit of20 students and live client clinics usually have an
8 to 1 student/professor ratio. Externship placements are less expensive for the Law Center, but are
dependent on the willingness of employers.
We will continue in our efforts, because we are committed to our mission-to ensure that students
develop the skills and values that are at the heart of becoming trusted, highly adept, professional
. lawyers. We will call upon our alumni and friends to join us in this important undertaking.
Please enjoy this issue of Nova Lawyer.

Athornia Steele, J.D.
Dean and Professor of Law
Shepard Broad Law Center
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MESSAGE FROM THE DIRECTOR OF ALUMNI RELATIONS

Alumni and friends join together on the steps of the U.S . Supreme Court for the Admissions Ceremony on April 24, 20 I 2.

By now, I have had the pleasure of meeting many of you and the opportunity to rekindle old
friendships with classmates from my time as a Shepard Broad Law Center studem. For those of
you I have yet to meet, I look forward to doing so and invite you to contact me to talk about
alumni activities.
I became the director of alumni relations in November 2011, but it seems as though I never left the
Law Center afrer graduating in 1996. My law practice has always been in South Florida and, since
2002, I have been an adjunct professor oflaw here at the Shepard Broad Law Center. Yet, the honor
of being the director of alumni relations is perhaps the best part of my continuing relationship with
my alma mater, because it allows me to serve you and the center in a variety of ways.

I look forward
to implementing
some very exciting
. .. .
new 1n1t1at1ves
for our alumni in
2012 and beyond.

In 2011, our Alumni Association Board of Directors, which is composed of volunteers who donate
their time and talent, decided upon a three-pronged approach for alumni activities: (1) professional
development, which includes seminars, CL.Es, symposiums, panel discussions, and other ways to
help you grow professionally; (2) student engagement, which includes mentoring law students,
offering summer clerkship opportunities, and interacting with students to help them transition
from student to practitioner; and (3) alumni engagement, which includes alumni-co-alumni
activities such as networking, social events, and opporcui'i"ities for professional collaboration.
I invite you to become involved with your law alumni association. Please stay connected
by updating your email and other contact information in our system. Visit our Web site at
www.mulaw.nova.edu and click the Alumni tab to get started. You can also stay informed by visiting
the Web sire regularly. I hope to see you around.

ti~
Elena Rose Minicucci
Director of Alumni Relations
Shepard Broad Law Center
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Symposium

On February 10, 2012, a national symposium developed and
cosponsored by Nova Southeastern University's Shepard Broad
Law Center and the American Bar Association (ABA) Section
of Litigation was held to highlight the urgent need for abused
and neglected children to have lawyers protect them in all
court proceedings. Leading children's rights advocates from
Florida and across the country discussed designing strategies
for implementing the ABA's model act on representing children

Child Welfare
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in child welfare cases. The ABA Model Act Governing the
Representation of Children in Abuse, Neglect, and Dependency
Proceedings requires the appointment of a lawyer for every
child and youth in abuse or neglect proceedings in which the
state has removed the child from the home. The model act
outlines a set of standards, duties, and mechanisms that states
can put in place to ensure the provision of high-quality, effective
lawyering for children.

With more than 425,000 children
in the U.S. foster care system,
according to Child Welfare
Information Gateway, providing
lawyers to help foster children
navigate the proceedings is critical.

To commence the symposium, NSU President and Chief
Executive Officer George L. Hanbury II, Ph.D., and Athornia
Steele, J.D., dean of the Shepard Broad Law Center, stressed the
importance of the issue of children's rights and the impact on
our communities both locally and nationally.
Expert panelists at the symposium included Michael J. Dale,
NSU Law Center professor, and Hilarie Bass, a partner at
Greenburg Traurig and former chair of the ABA Section of
Litigation. The panelists discussed designing strategies for
implementing the ABA model act on representing children
in child welfare cases. The agenda sought to increase public
awareness of these issues and provide advocates and policymakers
with information that can be used to advance state and federal
legislative reform. Participants in the symposium included
children's lawyers, policy advocates, judges, private lawyers,
law school clinicians, professors, and law students.
To complement the efforts of the symposium, the NSU Law
Center's Nova Law Review published a symposium edition that
was available after the event.
In addition to the symposium, there was a press conference at
the NSU Law Center. Former foster youths shared their experiences in foster care without legal representation. One youth
shared her story of recently aging out of foster care with no
permanent adult connections. Another youth shared his story
of his placement into the foster care system at age five and his
adoption . At the press conference, Rosemary Barkett, judge for
the United States Court of Appeals for the Eleventh Circuit and
former chief justice of the Florida Supreme Court, discussed the
importance of having lawyers represent abused and neglected
children in proceedings; Frank P. Cervone, executive director
of Child Advocates, gave a national perspective on legal
representation of children in cases of neglect and abuse; and

Alfreda Coward, executive director and cofounder of One Voice
Children's Law Center, discussed Florida's perspective in cases
of neglect and abuse. Ronald L. Marmer, from the national law
firm Jenner and Block, was also in attendance. Manner is chair
of the ABA Section of Litigation.
According to the advocacy group Child Help, more than 3
million cases of child abuse are reported each year in the United
States; in approximately one-third of those cases, an investigation
will show that abuse occurred. With more than 425,000 children
in the U.S. foster care system, according to Child Welfare
Information Gateway, providing lawyers to help foster children
navigate the proceedings is critical. Florida received a failing
grade in a national report card on states' provision of attorneys
for abused and neglected children in dependency cases. Currently,
Florida regards the appointment of an attorney for a child in
dependency proceedings as discretionary.
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The NSU Law Center sponsored its third biennial United
States Supreme Court Admissions Ceremony on April 23 and
24, 2012. Since 2008, the NSU Law Center has organized trips
to the U.S. Supreme Court for this memorable event. Twentythree alumni traveled to Washington, D.C., to be admitted
to practice before the Supreme Court of the United States.
NSU Law Center alumni stood before the nine justices of the
Supreme Court and were sworn in to the bar of the highest
court in the nation. The applicants, who are members of the
Bars of the states of Florida, Maryland, New Jersey, and North
Carolina, were found to possess the necessary qualifications for
admission. The alumni were met by the clerk of the Supreme
Court and escorted into the courtroom, where they were
seated directly behind counsel table. Bruce Rogow, a professor
at the NSU Law Center, moved the admission to the Bar
and John G. Roberts, Jr., chief justice of the Supreme Court,
granted the motion. The attorneys remained in the courtroom
to watch oral arguments, which occurred on both days. Alumni
were joined by NSU President and Chief Executive Officer

George L. Hanbury II, Ph.D.; Athornia Steele, dean of the
NSU Law Center; Elena Minicucci, director of alumni
relations; and Doug Kruse, director of development.
On April 23, the NSU Law Center and NSU's Alumni
Association hosted an evening of networking and camaraderie
at the Liaison Capitol Hill Hotel for NSU Law Center alumni
who were being admitted and their guests, as well as for other
NSU alumni in the D.C. area. More than 75 people attended
the event. Steele spoke about new developments and initiatives
at the NSU Law Center, while Hanbury shared his vision for
the university. Rogow and Tim O'Brien, distinguished visiting
professor at the Law Center, led an informal discussion about
how Supreme Court decisions impact our daily lives. Rogow has
argued before the U.S. Supreme Court 11 times, while O'Brien
has covered the Supreme Court for ABC News and CNN. Their
discussion was followed by a question and answer session.
The next alumni trip to the Supreme Court will be in 2014.

Supreme Court
Swearing-In Ceremony
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In its February 2012 issue, the National jurist
ranked the NSU Law Center as one of the
"Best Schools for Bar Exam Preparation." The
NSU Law Center placed 10th among 85 law
schools. The study compared bar passage
performance in relationship to the entering
credentials of students. Using a formula that
considered the 25th percentile of scores on the
Law School Admission Test (LSAT) for entering
students in 2010 and the ratio of graduates who
passed the bar exam, compared to the statewide
average pass rate for 2009 and 20 I 0, the NSU
Law Center was nationally ranked as one of the
best law schools for bar exam preparation.
The NSU Law Center provides students with a
value-added education in relation to the overall
entering credentials of students. Graduates of
the NSU Law Center consistently outperform
the predicted bar passage performance, which
is based on the LSAT score alone. This result
is made possible by the work and commitment
of many individuals at the NSU Law Center
including the Critical Skills Program instructors
who help students develop skills that make them
successful in law school, on the bar exam, and
in practice; faculty members who are dedicated
to teaching excellence and who demand the best
from their students; individuals who participate
in the NSU Law Center's Florida Bar Auxiliary
Program as coaches for students in the final
weeks of bar preparation; the many donors who
contribute to the NSU Law Center's Bar Gift
Fund, enabling one or more students to forgo
summer employment in order to prepare for
the exam; and graduates who work diligently
preparing for the bar exam.
While exam performance may be one indicator
of a quality legal education, a high passage rate
is not the primary focus of the NSU Law Center's
teaching and curriculum. The ultimate mission
of the NSU Law Center is to ensure that students
develop the knowledge, skills, and values that are
at the heart of becoming trusted, highly adept,
professional lawyers who are respected for serving
their clients, their communities, and justice.
Students at the NSU Law Center arc introduced
to, and gain a broad understanding of, law that
goes far beyond the borders of Florida.

Best Schools for
Bar Exam Preparation
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Military veterans are more at risk than non-veterans of homelessness, unemployment, and matrimonial and health issues,
which often give rise to legal and other issues. A survey of
nonprofit legal organizations in the region revealed that few
organizations are currently helping our nation's veterans with
legal matters of any kind. Opening a clinic dedicated to these
matters is a unique opportunity that will enable NSU faculty
members and students to give back to our nation's veterans and
community. The Fort Lauderdale, Florida, clinic will serve as a
much-needed pro bono resource to the thousands of U.S. veterans
and military personnel living and working in the tricounty area.
"Creating the NSU Veterans Law Clinic is a win-win situation
for everyone involved," said Athornia Steele, dean of the Shepard
Broad Law Center. "We are committed to giving back to our
community through service and community engagement and
by promoting academic excellence-all of which are embodied
with this exciting endeavor. NSU students will gain invaluable,
real-world experience, and we will have the honor of serving
those who have served our country in the military."
With more than 100,000 active duty military personnel in
South Florida and more than 1.6 million veterans in Florida-

280,000 of those veterans in South Florida-NSU faculty
members and administrators recognized that a large number of
people were not adequately served in their legal matters. The NSU
Law Center Veterans Clinic will assist veterans with cases that
will have the greatest impact on the stability and success of its
clients, such as landlord-tenant cases, consumer matters, domestic relations, and state/federal misdemeanors, among others.
The clinic will work in tandem with other university offices
dedicated to empowering the veteran population, such as NSU's
Center for Veterans Assistance. Additionally, the clinic will work
with community partners such as Legal Aid, public defender
offices, and various military service agencies to spread the word
and collaborate on initiatives.
The NSU Law Center has a tentative launch for the clinic in
2014, provided funding and space is available. The Law Center
is seeking commitments from South Florida law firms and individuals to create an endowment fund that will allow the clinic to
run in perpetuity, as well as create opportunities for future clinical
expansion. The Law Center will also seek grant funding from
the federal government and private foundations to help support
this necessary and beneficial project.

NSU Veterans Law Clinic
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Above: Martavis Clarke and Lydia Charles
Left: Joy Gallimore confers wuh Martavis Clarke

I am proud to be able to help an underserved
community by helping with something so
important as advance health care planning.
Awards and Activities
Asian Pacific American Law Student Association, Member
Black Law Student Association, Member
Dean's Award for Leadership and Service to the Community 2012
ILSA journal ofInternational and Comparative Law, Associate Executive Editor
Jessup International Moot Court, Brief Writer
LAMBDA United, Member
Moot Court Society-Feinrider First-Year Competition 2010, Champion
Moot Court Society, Thomas Tang Competitor
Phi Alpha Delta, Social Chair
Public Interest Law Society, President
The Florida Bar Foundation Public Service Fellowship 2011-2012 Recipient

Martavis Clarke
10

Marravis Clarke, together with fellow
NSU Law Center student Lydia
Charles, is helping to make advance
health care planning better for Creolespeaking Floridians. As part of his work
toward satisfying requirements for
his certification in health law, Clarke
teamed up with Charles to create
Creole translations of Florida's advance
directive forms and post them on the
Web site of Florida's Agency for Health
Care Administration. A class of 2012
graduate, Clarke, who graduated cum
laude, was awarded the 2012 Dean's
Award for Leadership and Service to
the Community at the Law Center's
May commencement ceremony. In the
fall, he will continue his legal studies
by pursuing an LL.M. in Health Law
at Loyola University-Chicago.

Why did you choose to go to
law school?
I am a first-generation, professional
degree student from Prince George,
Virginia. I completed high school a year
early and enrolled at Old Dominion
University in Norfolk, Virginia. There, I
studied criminal justice. After I finished
my undergraduate degree, I knew I
wanted to study law. I was admitted to
NSU's Alternative Admissions Model
Program for Legal Education (AAMPLE)
and spent the summer of 2007 studying
criminal procedure and negotiable
instruments. I studied day in and day
out! During that time, I also worked on
getting my Master of Public Administration degree from Florida International
University, where I graduated magna
cum laude. I took the Law School
Admission Test (LSAT) again and was
granted unconditional acceptance to
NSU's Shepard Broad Law Center for the
fall of 2009. Because of the opportunity
that the NSU Law Center provided to
me, I wanted to be an exemplary law
student. This year, I graduated from
the Law Center with honors, and I was
the recipient of the Dean's Award at the
commencement ceremony.

Who or what influenced your
decision to become a lawyer?
I grew up during a time, and in a place,
with people who were ignorant to mental
conditions. As a result of ignorance
to the issue, the political, social, and
economic climate with respect to
individuals with disabilities refkcted the
attitudes of those in power. Public agencies that were established to support and
ensure the best quality of life for their
patients often times are overwhelmed,
overworked, and short staffed. I found
myself, as a child, assisting my mother
in caring for my brother, who was born
with a mental impairment and would
have the mind of a two-year-old for the
rest of his life.
My brother matriculated through a
school system that eventually experienced
a significant decrease in funds. As a
result, his program suffered. The more
my brother aged, the more the services
available to him decreased. From that
point in my life, I discovered that I not
only wanted to be an attorney, but a

health law attorney. Seeing my brother
and others like him continues to motivate
me. I would like to establish a health care
research facility and other agencies that
provide support and services to people
who have a similar impairment.

What are your favorite
memories of the Law Center?
One of my favorite memories would
definitely have to be the first day of
class. I was in Mark Dobson' s Criminal
Law course, and I was the first person
he called on. I remember him yelling
my last name across the lecture room
filled with 60 students. Both Evidence
and Criminal Law with him were challenging, but I loved the subject matter.
I thoroughly enjoyed Kathy Cerminara's
Torts class, and she later became my
health law mentor. I enjoyed learning
from her so much, I decided I wanted
to earn a concentration in health law. I
also really enjoyed Areto Imoukheude' s
first-year Contracts course.
Another great moment was when I won
the Feinrider First-Year Competition,
which was a great opportunity to become
involved in Moot Court. The Public
Interest Law Society (PILS) auction
and the LAMBDA United fund-raisers
are both great memories as well. I
had the opportunity to give back to
the community and the Law Center's
student body. Planning, organizing, and
facilitating the programs was exhausting,
but the end result was very fulfilling. I
have always participated in philanthropic
efforts. Before attending law school, I
was a board member with the Friends of
Gusman in Miami, which is the fundraising arm of the Gusman Theater. As
an undergraduate student, 1 participated
in many events with organizations to
benefit disadvantaged children in the
community. I knew I would continue
to help the community at large as a
law student. It also helped that I was
friends with the former presidents of the
organizations, so that made carrying the
torch much more worthwhile.

Describe your experience in
the clinic and one of your
favorite moments.
I participated in the Business Practice
Clinic. My clinical placement was at
Baptist Health South Florida. I really
enjoyed the board meetings as they were
great opportunities to be able to observe
the interplay between the law and
hospital administration. I also worked
on several contracts and negotiations.
The experience was practical, and I
learned a lot about administrative law
as it relates to health care law.

How did you and Lydia Charles
make advance health care
planning better for Creolespeaking Floridians? How did
that opportunity come about?
As part of our work toward satisfying
the health law concentration requirements, Lydia Charles and I teamed up
to have Creole translations of Florida's
advance directive forms posted on the
Web site of Florida's Agency for Health
Care Administration. Lydia translated
the documents into Creole, and I made
the connection with the agency and
worked with the director there to have
them published on the Web site. Kathy
Cerminara emailed me and told me
about the project. She thought I would
be perfect for it, as I was interested in
health law and helping the community.
I am proud to be able to help an underserved community by helping with
something so important as advance
health care planning.

What are your plans once you
pass the Bar?
I have been accepted to the LL.M.
in Health Law program at Loyola
University-Chicago. I plan to
eventually establish my own health
care research facility. In the meantime,
I would like to work for a government
agency such as the Department of
Health and Human Services or for
Medicaid and Medicare.
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Where are you from?
I grew up in the Bronx. I found school
interesting and fun. I played the baritone
horn in junior high school, was a cheerleader in high school, and a dance major
at Hunter College.

Why did you choose to go to
law school?

There are untraditional opportunities to
put our knowledge and skills to good use.
We just need to see possibilities and figure
out how to make things happen.
Both a faculty member and alumna of the Shepard Broad Law Center, Fran
Tetunic was recently appointed by the chief justice of the Florida Supreme
Court to the Alternative Dispute Resolution Rules and Policy Committee
of the Florida Supreme Court. The committee makes recommendations
to the Florida Supreme Court regarding rules of practice for court-ordered
mediation, court-ordered nonbinding arbitration, voluntary trial resolution,
and court-connected voluntary binding arbitration, as well as the establishment
of standards for training of court-appointed mediators and arbitrators.
Tetunic previously served two terms as chair of the Mediator Ethics Advisory
Committee of the Supreme Court of Florida. In 20 l 1, she was recognized for
her near-decade-long leadership and dedication to the committee with the
Florida Dispute Resolution Center Award of Appreciation.

Fran Tetunic
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I watched Perry Mason as a child and
aspired to be a lawyer. All of the men
in my family were lawyers; I was the
first and only woman in my family to
go to law school. Working for the New
York City Department of Personnel as a
personnel examiner reinforced my belief
that knowledge of the law plays a critical
part in making informed decisions.

Why did you choose the NSU
Shepard Broad Law Center?
I came to the Law Center, which at the
time was Nova Law, because I had just
moved to South Florida and had heard
good things about its faculty members
and learning environment. True to
what I heard, my law school experience
was nothing like the traumatic experiences represented in the Paper Chase.
Although we worked hard and stressed
over providing insufficient answers in
class, I found that the professors wanted
us to succeed and were there to help us
find our way.

Were you involved in any
student organizations while a
student at the Law Center?
I was the treasurer of the Public Interest
Law Society. Interestingly, I am now
the treasurer of the Public Interest Law
Section of The Florida Bar.

What are your favorite memories
of the Law Center both as a
student and faculty member?
A~ a student, I was grateful to have the
experience of representing clients while
in the Family Law Clinic. Twas pleased
when my fellow clinic students chose
me to receive the book award for the
clinic. However, as we had brainstormed
and collaborated on our cases, our work
was truly a team effort.
I also have fond memories of our
eastside campus where everyone seemed
to know everyone else, and we were a
short distance from the courthouse. We
lunched at Arnold's, our cafeteria, and
held our Halloween costume party there.
As law students we bonded for intensive
experiences, such as Intensive Trial Advocacy, during which we got little sleep
but learned much. The trust I had in my
then classmates continues. I am gratified
to see our graduates mentoring and hiring
our students and new graduates.

As a faculty member, l am proud of my
Alternative Dispute Resolution (ADR)
Clinic students. Some formed business
concepts during the clinic, developed
their plans during Supervised Research
with me, and established new ventures
in the dispute resolution field. Clinic
students' informal dissemination of
information to our younger generation
is an apt example of our students using
their knowledge and skill for good and
making a difference. The students also
provided mediation services to divert juveniles from the juvenile justice system and
helped them expunge their arrest records.

Who were your favorite
professors and what were
your favorite classes at the
Law Center?

taught Evidence. I enjoyed the challenge
of not being handed the answers, while
figuring out how to get something into
evidence and how to keep something
out of evidence. I also thoroughly
enjoyed Professional Responsibility with
Howard Messing and Family Law with
Michael Burns. Current Constitutional
Issues was a favorite course of mine.

Did you participate in a clinic
while at the Law Center?
J was a Certified Legal Intern in the

Family Law Clinic. Having an office in
the law school where we transitioned
from law students to attorneys was an
invaluable experience. Most important
was identifying what I did not know
and figuring out how to learn it. As we
represented our clients and employed
our legal analysis skills on their behalf,
we knew why we had withstood the
rigors oflaw school. 1t all came together
and finally made sense. We also learned
the value of networking and learning
from each other. Most important was
remembering to take the high road and
follow our conscience. W c were, and
are, our best judge and strongest critic.
The lessons learned apply doubly in
the social media context. If you would
not want to read your email, text, post,
etc., on the front page of the newspaper,
then do not send it. Our reputations,
hard earned, are easily lost.
My former classmates generously share
their knowledge and experience. I
routinely impose upon them to speak
to my students to provide insight into
the real-world practice of law. I have
also had the good fortune of working
with alumni to develop our Alternative
Dispute Resolution Clinic;,and Mediation
Program. For example, thanks to Patrick
Kokenge, a chief administrative judge
at the Equal Employment Opportunity
Commission (EEOC), we were able to
give students the opportunity to work
on EEOC mediation cases. Thanks to
another alumna, Melanie May, who was
a Broward County juvenile court judge
at the time, we were able to give our
students the opportunity to mediate juvenile restitution cases at the courthouse.

Do you still keep in contact
with classmates from the
Law Center?
Recently, I met a classmate in the
courthouse whom I had not seen for
many years. When we met for lunch,
we spoke as if we had never stopped.
Bonds formed during law school are
strong, and our chance meeting led to
a welcome renewed friendship.

Do you have any advice for
Law Center students?
My father advised me not to take the
path ofleast resistance. I advise students
not to necessarily take the trodden path.
There are untraditional opportunities
to put our skills to good use. With the
growing interest in dispute resolution,
individuals arc finding rewarding opportunities. Lawyers and third-party neutrals
are helping businesses prevent legal
problems. Companies are employing the
skills of facilitators , ombudsmen, and
trainers, in addition to devising internal
dispute resolution programs. Some
lawyers assist clients in providing legal
information to prevent problems, some
are helping by teaching problem-solving
and communication skills.
Florida has been a leader in the field of
mediation, and it can be a leader in the
development and use of ocher dispute
resolution processes. Perhaps the time
to fully explore alternatives to the traditional means of resolving legal disputes
has come. Better yet, perhaps we can
find ways to help prevent the disputes.
There arc new doors to open and new
paths to blaze.

The professor for whom I most prepared
for class was Mark Dobson when he
13

The Veterans Clinic will be a valuable resource
for veterans and military personnel to be able to
resolve their legal issues quickly and successfully.

Elizabeth Ricci
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Named one of the 25 Women
You Need to Know by the
Tallahassee Democrat, Elizabeth
Ricci, class of 2000, is respected
not only for her professional
work, but for her service within
the Tallahassee community. Her
dedication to her community
can be seen both locally and
internationally as she has served
in Guatemala while in the
United States Peace Corps.

Where did you grow up?
I'm originally from New York but
grew up mostly in South Florida.

What is your background?
I worked in my family's immigration
practice in high school and college,
where I studied international business.
After finishing my undergraduate
studies, l was a small business development volunteer in the Peace Corps in
Guatemala. After that, I went to the
NSU Law Center, where I studied
Immigration under Ira Kurzban. I
have practiced immigration law since
graduating from law school.

Did you always know you
wanted to study law?
I always thought I would either go to
law school or journalism school. While
in the Peace Corps, I studied for the
Law School Admission Test from my
hammock in my yard in Guatemala.

Why did you choose the NSU
Law Center?
I chose the Law Center because it
was-and still is-in the international
hub of South Florida. I also wanted to
meet and learn from Ira Kurzban, who
has been a partner in the law firm of
Kurzban, Kurzban, Weinger, Tetzeli,
and Pratt, P.A., in Miami, Florida,
for almost three decades. He is past
national president and former general
counsel of the American Immigration
Lawyers Association. He has received
national recognition for his work in
the immigration field and was named
by the National Law journal as one of
the top 20 immigration lawyers in the
United States. He has been listed for a
decade in Best Lawyers in America for his
work in immigration and employment
law and has published immigration law
articles in the Harvard Law Review
and San Diego Law Review. He wrote

Kurzban's Immigration Law Sourcebook,
the most widely used immigration
source in the United States. I couldn't
pass up the opportunity to learn from
someone so respected in the field.

Elizabeth Ricci with her husband and law partner Neil St. John Rambana, class of 2000

What organizations were
you involved in while at the
Law Center?
I clerked with the Children's First project
and with the Center for the Study of
the United Nations Systems and the
Global Legal Order (SUNSGLO), which
began as a not-for-profit organization.
The birthplace of SUNSGLO was at the
NSU Law Center. The founder was
Ya.~sin El-Ayouty, who wa.~ a distinguished
visiting professor.
I argued on the First Amendment Moot
Court team and was editor of Broadly
Speaking: Nova Law News. 1 wa.~ also
justice (president) of the Fleming Chapter
of Phi Alpha Delta (PAD). Through
PAD, I organized a statewide moot court
competition at the Florida Supreme
Court. Major Harding, then chief
justice of the Florida Supreme Court,
and Scott Maddox, who at the time was
mayor, as well as other Tallahassee legal
elite judged the competition. I later
went on to be the district justice for that
law fraternity for the state of Florida.

What are your favorite
memories from your time
at the NSU Law Center?
I met my husband and law partner Neil
St. John R.ambana while at the Law
Center. At the time, I was the editor
of Broadly Speaking: Nova Law News,
and he was vice president of the Student

Bar Association. My office was next to
his, and that's how we met. We've been
married ten years. We have two wonderful daughters. We opened our own
firm, Rambana and Ricci, PLLC, which
is a personalized, full-service, multilingual immigration law practice focusing
on complex litigation and administrative immigration issues. We represent
clients ranging from large companies to
families from Australia to Zimbabwe. In
addition to offering traditional immigration services, we offer strategies for
complex immigration issues before the
Board of Immigration Appeals and federal courts, as well a.~ advising employers
in W-4 and 1-9 compliance, servicing
stateless individuals, and wrongly
detained U.S. citizens, filing health and
religious waivers, and filing waivers of
the labor certification for those aliens
whose work is in the national interest
(EB-1 and EB-2 cases).
I have also had the honor of representing
members of the United States Armed
Forces who found difficulty in gaining
citizenship status.

Who was your favorite professor?
My favorite professor was Marilyn Cane
from whom I took Corporate Law
and under whom I studied at Anglia
Polytechnic University in Cambridge,
England in 1998.
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Did you participate in a clinic
while here at the Law Center?
J participated in the Business Practice
Clinic at Holland and Knight in Tallahassee. Through the clinic, I made
great local contacts and improved my
electronic legal research.

Do you still keep in contact
with classmates from NSU Law?
I still have many close friends from the
NSU Law Center, and I visit with them
when 1 am in South Florida. We also
stay connected to each other through
Facebook. Since many of my immigration
clients have legal issues that give rise to
issues outside of my practice, I try to
refer cases to Law Center alumni.

You worked on immigration
cases involving two U.S. military
veterans. What were those
cases about?
Axel Runtschke was a U.S. Army veteran,
and I took his case pro 60110 in 20 I 0
after he had tried to gain his U.S.
citizenship for about four years. Axel
Runtschke enlisted in the Army when
he was 17 years old. He was so young
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that the recruiter was only permitted
to sign him up at home and not at
the recruitment office. German-born,
Runtschke had entered the United
States on a student visa when he was 12
years old. He informed the recruiter he
was a conditional permanent resident,
which meant that a formal petition to
remove the condition would eventually
be required.
The recruiter told Runtschke that he
would take care of petitioning to remove
the condition. Being young and trusting,
Runtschke finalized the enlistment,
served on active duty from 1997 to
2000, and then in the reserves until
2005. He did not give the residency
matter further thought. In 2006, he lost
his wallet and went to Social Security
to replace his card. It was at the Social
Security Administration Office where
he learned that he was, and had been, in
the United States illegally since shortly
after enlisting.
The first thing I did was file for his
naturalization. Although he passed the
naturalization test, he was denied naturalization because the petition to remove
the condition on his residency was not
filed in a timely manner-in fact, it was
12 years late. I repeatedly petitioned and
offered a full explanation about what

transpired, but U.S. Citizenship and
Immigration Services (USCIS) rejected
the petitions. By then, Axel Runtschke
was in foreclosure since he could not
legally work to support his family.
The case garnered a tremendous
amount of attention and community
support. We started a fund for him,
and one anonymous donor alone gave
$3,000. Runtschke quickly got back
into financial shape, was able to keep
his home, and even had a few job offers.
We eventually received an interview date
for his citizenship interview and oath.
He was sworn in the same day. H e always
wanted to be in law enforcement, and
I'm happy to report that he is in his last
weeks of the police academy.
Another veteran, Michael Mitchell, also
came to the United States as a child and
became a permanent resident. Born in
Patmos, Greece, Mitchell received two
draft notices-one from Greece and the
other from the United States. Because the
United States was his home, he chose
to serve the United States. He was told
that ifhe served, he would be naturalized.
Upon his honorable discharge, the
promise was reiterated. After months, and
finally years, of hoping and waiting, the
citizenship promise never materialized.

It was more than 40 years later, when
Mitchell read the Axel Runtschke story,
that he reached out to his congressional
representative and to me. I took his case
pro bono and filed for his citizenship
under a former military provision. The
case was rejected, but I was persistent
and re-filed. Immigration eventually
scheduled an interview, which I attended
with him. I remember the immigration
officer asking if he'd be willing to bear
arms on behalf of the country, and
Mitchell replying that he already had.
He was naturalized the same day, and
we all shed a few tears of joy. Mitchell
is now working as a cook in a franchise.
These two cases really showed how
immigrants arc not necessarily those
who come to mind regarding legal issues
with our veteran population. These
stories also showcase that our community
does care for those who have served our
country and how a community can
come together to right a wrong. The
Veterans Clinic will be a valuable resource
for veterans and military personnel
to be able to resolve their legal issues
quickly and successfully.

The NSU Law Center Veterans
Clinic will assist veterans
with cases that will have the

greatest impact on the stability
and success of its clients,
such as landlord-tenant cases,
consumer matters, domestic
relations, and state or federal
misdemeanors, among others.
Why do you think programs to
help veterans are important?
One of my veteran clients told me about
the difficulties he had transitioning into
civilian life after being discharged. After
the initial praise and thanks from his
community faded, he said there was
virtuaUy no follow up from the military
regarding his personal or professional
well-being. The Veterans Clinic can
make much needed pro bono resources
available to empower veterans since,
unfortunately, they are most in danger
of being unemployed, underemployed,
homeless, or face family law discord.

I have also had
the honor of
representing
members of
the United
States Armed
Forces who
found difficulty
1n ga1n1ng
citizenship status.

Do you have any advice you
can give current NSU Law
Center students?
Get involved in student organizations,
make good contacts, and be professional.
Your classmates now can be friends,
referrals, opposing counsel, or maybe
preside over one of your cases later!

ACitizen·at·1ast
Army·veteran Axel Runtschke sworn
in and ready to serve his community

ArmJ "'91efan Aul Rwtt1cldle (left) and Ids two lawyerl, Neff Rambau and Ellnbe_!b IUccl. .,.:::=:~c;=rat
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Mitchell gets long-awa.it~d .prize: Citizenship
By Daft Hodges
OUwiOCRAT 8USIH£SS EOtTOR

Michael Mitchell of Tallahassee is proofj;hat persistence pays off.
A trip Monday to Jacksonville to meet with
immigration officials was
the last step in securing
his U.S. dtizenship, and
Mitchell, 65, returned to
Tallahassee with the certificate to prove it.
"I amjust totally ecstatic right now," he said. "One
of the things I have always
wanted to do is vote and
now I am able to register
to vote."
. A Leon High School
graduate, veteran, local
restaurant owner and
businessman, Mitch-.
ell owned and operated Mike's Cafe downtown and, prior to that,
co-owned Nick's Cafe on

Mitchell came to America from the Greek island
of Patmos at age 3 with
his family. He has been a
permanent resident of the
U.S. all this time, but not
a naturalized citizen.
After two years in the
Army, Mitchell was counting on the military to help
got him on the J)llth to citizenship, but that didn't
happen.
Mea)lwhile, his three
sisters and his.father all
became naturalized citiSpecial to the Democrat zens with no trouble, he
Tallahassee resident Mlcbael said.
M11cbt11 dlspl.,. his U.S.
Tallahassee immigraolttnnsblp certificate,
tion attorney Elizabeth
which he received Monday In
Ricci came to Mitchell's
Jacbomllle at Ille Bureau of
aid, getting his appointCltlnnshlp and lfflllllgratloa
ment booked with the
Sffllces.
Bureau of Citizenship and
Immigration Services.
South Monroe Street with
"The lrighlight was when
his brother Jimmy.
the examiner asked him

if he would be willing to
take up arms to defend bis

• country, and he answered
'l already have,'• she said
Monday.
Mitchell psssed the oral
exam on U.S. history and
civie<j, then waited with
Ricci while his case was
considered.
The examiner came
back 90 minutes later
and administered the oath
of citizenship - words
Mitchell had waited four
decades to hear.
He had high praise for
Ricci's skill at immigration law and procedures.
"Elizabeth Ricci is just
so good about this," he
said. "She knows what
to do and how to do it the
right way.
"I am happy that it has
finally come to an ond,"
he said.
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Going to the NSU Law Center
turned out to be the best
decision I ever made.

Kip Lassner
18

Since graduating from NSU's Shepard Broad Law Center,
Kip Lassner has gone on to become a partner at Cole, Scott &
Kissane, P.A., one of Florida's premier law firms. Also serving
as a lieutenant colonel in the Florida Army National Guard,
Lassner is using his 26-year military career and legal education
to help service members and veterans. Recently, the law firm
was nominated to receive the elite Seven Seals Award, from the
Employer Support of the Guard and Reserve (ESGR), which is a
Department of Defense agency established in 1972. The ESG R
develops and promotes employer support for Guard and Reserve
service by advocating relevant initiatives, recognizing outstanding
support, increasing awareness of applicable laws, and resolving
conflict between employers and service members.
The Seven Seals Award, depicting the heraldry seals of the seven
military services, is the highest award given by the ESGR, and was
created to publicly recognize American employers who provide
outstanding patriotic support and cooperation to employees and
families of those that have been called to serve in the armed forces.

Where did you grow up?
I was born in Queens, New York, but
moved to Florida at an early age. I went
to Coral Springs Elementary, Coral
Springs Middle School, and Coral
Springs High School. South Florida
was a great place to grow up.

What is your background?
I obtained my Bachelor of Arts degree
from the University of Florida in 1989.
I graduated from NSU' s Shepard Broad
Law Center in 1993.
I am currently a partner with Cole,
Scott & Kissane, P.A. We are a law
firm with more than 230 lawyers in 10
offices throughout the state. I am the
partner in charge of the Fort Lauderdale
office, which I opened for the firm
nearly 10 years ago. Currently, the
firm employs more than 31 NSU Law
Center graduates. In addition to being
partner, I manage the workers' compensation defense group for the whole firm.
I have handled all phases of insurance
law, including workers' compensation,
automobile negligence, premises liability,
and general liability defense. I have
lectured to employers, insurance adjusters, and insurance professionals on
the issues of workers' compensation.
Today, my practice is primarily workers'
compensation defense, as the group has
expanded throughout the firm.

Why did you choose to go to
law school?
It was not my original intent to go to
law school. I grew up wanting to go
into federal law enforcement. I majored
in criminal justice at the University of
Florida. After I graduated, I found that
the best way to attain my goals would
be to have a law degree.

Why did you choose the NSU
Law Center?
I was actually late in applying for law
school and was fortunate to have been
accepted into the Law Center. My
original plan was to do my first year at
the Law Center and then transfer to
the University of Florida. I didn't know

much about NSU at the time. Going to
the NSU Law Center turned out to be
the best decision I ever made. I quickly
learned that the school had so much
to offer. I had the benefit of going to
school in an area with a tremendous
legal community. I took advantage of
that by finding a clerking job in a law
firm. Through a program at school, I
was also afforded the opportunity to
clerk for a Broward County judge after
my first year. My peers chat opted for
larger, state-run law schools did not
have the opportunities afforded to me
through the Law Center. ln fact, many
had difficulty finding unpaid clerking
jobs in their college towns. That's when
I realized I was fortunate to be at the
Law Center and decided to stay.

Why did you enlist in the
Army Reserves?
In ] 987, President Reagan inspired
me to serve my country. I was at the
University of Florida at the time and
thought that I could give up one weekend a month and two weeks a year for
my country, while gaining experience
and training in the field I was hoping to
enter after graduation. So, I enlisted in
the Army Reserves as a member of the
Military Police Corps. During the summers, when I was still an undergraduate
student, I went to basic training and then
the Military Police Academy. I served in
a military police unit in Ocala, Florida.

Did you serve your
country overseas?
Were you involved in any
student organizations while a
student at the Law Center?
I took part in the trial team and
competition my second year, and that
was a great experience. I also wrote for
the Nova Law Reporter, which was our
student newspaper, and that was fun.

Who were your favorite
professors and what were
your favorite classes?
My favorite professor was Johnny Burris.
I took his class my first year of school,
and he was tough. I then tried to take
every class that he taught. He challenged
me to learn and to think like a lawyer.
I particularly enjoyed criminal procedure,
because I was a criminal justice major and
had attended the U.S. Army's Military
Police Academy. The class taught me the
legal theories behind my experiences.
I also always think of Michael Flynn as'
someone who influenced my professional
career. When I was in my third year,
I took one of his classes. He provided
me with guidance at a time when I had
important decisions to make about my
future. My father passed away when I
was in my third year, just as I was taking
final exams and graduating. Michael
Flynn really helped me through that time.
He was always accessible to students
and a great mentor.

As I started my second year of law
school at the Law Center, my life was
changed forever when Iraq invaded
Kuwait in August of 1990. In September
of that same year, just a few weeks into
classes, my reserve unit was called to
active duty in support of Operations
Desert Shield and Desert Storm. We
were one of the first reserve units called,
and we were deployed to Saudi Arabia. I
only had 48 hours notice before I had to
report for duty. I met with the dean and
explained my situation. The dean and
each of my professors were understanding
and supportive. I was given a leave of
absence and told not to worry about my
position at the Law Center.
I didn't know what the future held for
me at that point, and it was one of
the most stressful times of my life. For
awhile, it appeared that my dream of
graduating from law school was taken
away from me. The support of the
faculty members at the Law Center
was amazing. It allowed me to focus on
what I had to do in the war ahead and
not worry about whether I would finish
law school when I returned.
As one can imagine, I went through
some difficult times as the war progressed.
It was always great to hear from the
folks back home. I received cards and
letters from so many students. They
put a banner in the student lounge for
everyone to sign, and then sent it to
me. I will never forget rhe support from
so many students-many of whom I
did not even know. Receiving so many
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wonderful letters keeping me up to date
about what was going on at NSU and
hearing about everyone's experiences
in school really kept me connected to
home and reality. I also continued to
send in articles from the war to the
Nova Law Reporter. I had a column in
the newspaper called "From the Front."
I reported about the war.
I returned to the United States after
being deployed for nearly nine months.
I missed the entire school year. When 1
came home, it was unclear as to whether
I would return to law school. On the
last day of classes, within days of coming
home, I went to visit everyone at the
Law Center. I was overwhelmed by the
kindness and support from the faculty
members and students.
I was late to register for the following
year's classes, and Johnny Burris overheard me say that I was not sure I would
be registering at all. I will never forget
that it was him who asked the registrar's
office to register me for the same classes I
had withdrawn from. From that moment
on, my return to the Law Center became
my focus. I was not going to let the war
derail me from my goals in life. When
I returned to restart my second year of
law school, I was more focused than ever
to succeed. I was on the Dean's List and
excelled for the remainder of my law
school career. I would not be where I am
today without the support and experience
I had at the NSU Law Center.

Are you still involved in
the military?
Today, I am a lieutenant colonel and am
approaching 26 years in the military.
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After graduating from the Law Center,
I received a direct commission as an
officer in the Judge Advocate General's
Corps QAG) of the Florida Army
National Guard. I would have never
thought that I would still be part of the
military after all of these years. Although
a part-time job, the Army takes up much
of my time. I currently serve as special
staff counsel to a brigadier general who
commands a brigade here in Florida. I
have two JAG officers and staff members
that work for me in the Army. As a part
of my job, I am responsible for providing
legal guidance and recommendations
to my commanding general, his staff,
and subordinate unit commanders. I
also oversee all investigations and legal
proceedings within a brigade of more
than 2,000 soldiers.
My life was again forever changed on
September 11, 2001. I had political
aspirations and had run for the Florida
House of Representatives in 2000. My
plan was to run again in 2002. After
September 11, all of my free time was
consumed by the military. We began
deploying soldiers from Florida and,
although I was not deployed again, I
spent considerable time assisting with
those deployments by providing legal
briefings and legal assistance to soldiers
being deployed.
Over the years, I have been confronted
with some unique legal issues and
diHicult situations in representing the
National Guard. For example, a few
years ago, I was called upon to negotiate
the surrender of a Florida Guard soldier
who deserted from Iraq while home
on leave. I negotiated the terms of his
surrender with his attorney and family
as the situation unfolded on national

television. Afterward, I held a national
press conference as a legal spokesperson
for the National Guard.
In response to another situation confronting the Army, I was called upon
to protect fellow soldiers and the Florida
Guard from a dangerous individual who
was impersonating an army officer in a
local community. I obtained restraining
orders on behalf of soldiers he threatened
and uJtimately went to circuit court to
obtain a permanent injunction barring
him from impersonating a member of
the military and keeping him away from
our armones.
One of my most interesting current
real-world missions is in Washington,
D.C. The florida Guard rotates soldiers
from my brigade into Washington
every couple of years to support a
missile defense mission we have had in
place since September 11, 2001. I work
with those soldiers throughout their
deployment to provide legal assistance
and to provide them with legal briefings
on such things as the law of war and
rules of engagement. It is fascinating
to see our military's capabilities and to
work on a real-world, critical mission.
The legal aspects alone are detailed
and complex.

You perform a fair amount of
legal work for military members
and veterans and provide
military briefings in Washington,
D.C. Can you describe a
situation or case that best
illustrates this?
I perform extensive legal work for
members of the military and veterans.

As a part of the legal team assisting
soldiers that are being deployed, I have
worked with thousands of soldiers and
their families confronting issues surrounding their mobilization. The most
common legal issues include landlord/
tenant, employer problems, rights to
re-employment, and rights under the
Service Members' Civil Relief Acc. I
speak to soldiers who are being deployed
and explain the benefits available to
them while deployed, and I also speak
to soldiers who are coming home to
explain the benefits available to them
upon their return. As a JAG working
with so many soldiers over the years,
I have been confronted with unique
issues. I never say "no" to soldiers, and
I make sure that if I cannot help, I find
someone that can, or at least direct
them to where they can get help.
One recent example is an interesting
case of mine. I was contacted by a
young soldier who is in the National
Guard and is facing administrative
action initiated by the state. He was
rather desperate and reached out to me
based upon the recommendation of one
of his senior leaders. I was clearly his
last resort. In short, he worked in his
civilian job as a private security officer
for a company that contracts with the
Department of Corrections to transport
prisoners. In that capacity, he and a
partner were transporting 13 felons in a
van when they stopped at a McDonalds.
While his partner was in the restaurant,
one of the prisoners faked a severe illness.
My client went into the back of the van
to provide emergency assistance and
was attacked and badly beaten by a
couple of the prisoners. One prisoner
attempted to slit my client's throat with
his handcuffs. The fight ended up out
of the van and on the street. When
the primary assailant jumped into the
driver's seat of the van and attempted
to take off, my client jumped into the
passenger seat and grabbed a service
revolver. The prisoner ejected him from
the van, and as the prisoner attempted
to pull away, my client fired a round
from the revolver through the front
windshield of the van.
The prisoner drove the van a couple of
miles, crashed it, and then stole a nearby
work truck. Most of the prisoners
scattered and attempted escape. All were
ultimately captured by the Gadsden

County Sheriffs Department. An
investigation by local law enforcement
cleared my client of any wrongdoing,
and no charges were brought. In fact,
it is my understanding that he was
heralded as a hero in the local
community for his efforts to stop the
escape. After all of chat, my client was
contacted by an investigator from the
Department of Agriculture and advised
that they were conducting their own
investigation as the agency responsible
for licensing private security officers.
The subject of the investigation was
the alleged wrongful discharge of the
firearm by him during the attack and
escape. At this time, the department is
seeking to revoke my client's license.
Upon hearing the story, I felt compelled
to get involved on behalf of the soldier.
Fortunately, after speaking to the investigator, the department decided they
would not suspend immediately, but
they are still recommending his license
be permanently revoked. They gave him
the option of surrendering it voluntarily,
but it is his livelihood and without it he
would be unemployable in his field of
work. He has a5ked for a formal hearing.
An administrative hearing will be held
in Tallahassee in the next couple of
months to determine whether his license
should be revoked. We are waiting on
that to be set now. I told the soldier I
would represent him without charge
and that he would have the support of
my firm in doing so.

The NSU Law Center Veterans
Clinic will assist veterans
with cases that will have the
greatest impact on the stability
and success of its clients,
such as landlord-tenant cases,
consumer matters, domestic
relations, and state/federal
misdemeanors, among others.
Why do you think programs to
help veterans are important?
I believe that the NSU Law Center
Veterans Clinic is a tremendous resource
for veterans and members of the military.
In working through legal issues of soldiers and their families for years, I have
found that they often feel as though
they have nowhere to turn for help.

What can a student expect
from a career in the law and
the military?
Students interested in a career in law
and also interested in military affairs
can find that the issues confronting the
military and its members are ofren
complex and unique. Whether it is the
legaliry of a missile defense mission
guarding over our nation's capital or
the legal issues confronting a soldier
returning from war, I find the work very
rewarding. It makes me believe that I am
giving something back to our community
and nation in an important way. I have
made both professional and personal
sacrifices, but there is no greater honor
than co serve one's country.

Do you still keep in contact
with classmates from the NSU
Law Center?
I do keep in contact with many NSU
classmates. I am often surprised to see
where everyone wound up, from big
firms and corporate practices to solo
practitioners and government jobs.
Whenever I run into classmates I have
not seen in a long time, they usually ask
if I am still in the military. Despite it
being almost 20 years, it is always great
to see a classmate.

In working
through legal
issues of soldiers
and their
families for
years, I have
found that they
often feel as
though they
have nowhere
to turn for help.
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NSU Graduates Surpass Florida Bar Exam
Passage Rate by 7 Percentage Points
In the July 2011 Florida Bar Exam and the Multistate
Professional Responsibility Examination (MPRE) results,
graduates surpassed the statewide average on both exams.
NSU law graduates had a passage rate of87.5 percent on
The Florida Bar Exam and a passage rate of 86.9 percent
on the MPRE. The state's overall pass rate for the General
Bar Examination was 80.1 percent and for the MPRE
was 79.2 percent. On Tuesday, September 20, NSU Law
Center graduates attended a special ceremony where they
were sworn into The Florida Bar by six judges-Melanie
May ('81), Robert Diaz ('84), Thomas Lynch ('77), Susan
Greenhawt ('93), Leslie Rothenberg ('86), and Ilona
Holmes presided over the swearing-in ceremony. The
ceremony honors the recent graduates for accomplishing
their goal of becoming attorneys and for having successfully
completed law school, a stringent character and fitness
evaluation by the bar, and the bar exam. Both passage
rates continue to meet part of the NSU Law Center's
strategic plan to exceed the statewide passage rate.

Left to right: Athornia Steele, NSU Law Center dean; Noah Vardi; Petra Zikovska; Juli Ponce; Catherine Arcabascio, associate dean of international programs;
and David Cohen, associate director of international programs

NSU Law Center Hosts Visiting Professors from Partner Universities
The NSU Law Center welcomed distinguished professors from its partner universities in Barcelona, Prague, and Rome. Visiting
professors included Juli Ponce, who specializes in administrative law, zoning and urban planning, and housing law. He is a
professor at the University of Barcelona School of Law and is the former director of the Public Administration School of Catalonia.
Petra Zikovska specializes in intellectual property and copyright law. She is a professor at the School of Law at Charles University
in Prague. Noah Vardi specializes in private comparative law, European environmental law, and financial markets law. She is a
lecturer in private comparative law at the University of Roma Tre. The NSU Law Center's international community and presence
is growing due to the faculty members and students that it sends to and receives from its specialized semester exchange program
with partner universities.
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Family and Friends Day
The Student Bar Association held its annual Family and Friends Day on September 24, 2011. Faculty members held mock law
classes for family and friends ofNSU Law Center students. Various law student organizations held a food competition.

Cruise with the Dean
The dean and NSU Law Center
faculty and staff mem hers
welcomed the Law Center's 2011
class as part of the new student
orientation. Students mingled
with faculty and staff members
with the sights and sounds of
Fort Lauderdale as a backdrop.

Eighth Annual Kozyak Minority
Mentoring Picnic
The NSU Law Center's minority
student organizations attended the
eighth annual Kozyak Minority Picnic
in Miami at Amelia Earhart Park.
The picnic provided minority law
students from all over Florida with an
opportunity co network and meet with
approximately 3,000 other minority
students, as well as judges and lawyers.
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NSU Law Center Students Donate
More Than 12,000 Cans of Food
Through the "Canned Immunity"
Food Drive
NSU Law Center students collected and
donated more than 12,000 cans of food
to Feeding South Florida. The cans were
collected during the "Canned Immunity"
food drive held in November. As part of
the food drive, law students donate cans in
their class ro receive immunity from being
called on by the professor for that class.
"Canned Immunity" is a wonderful law
school tradition. While participating,
students may be entitled to "pass" if called
on in class by their professor. Their primary
motivation, however, is to reach out to those
less fortunate. Competition also plays a role.

NSU Law Center Hosts NITA Florida Deposition Skills
Program for 22nd Year
The NSU Law Center hosted the National Institute for Trial Advocacy
(NITA) Florida Deposition Skills Program on October 20-22, 2011. The
NSU Law Center has served as the Florida site for this prestigious NITA
skills training program for 22 years. NITA, headquartered in Boulder,
Colorado, is nationally and internationally renowned for providing skills
training programs for lawyers. NITA invented the learning by doing skills
instruction methodology, which many law schools, law firms, and government
agencies have adopted for teaching lawyering skills. This year's program
featured lawyers from around the country as instructors and utilized NSU
Law Center students as program witnesses. Michael Dale, NSU Law Center
professor, is the program director.

NSU Law Center Symposium on "Water: A Human Right"
In September 20 l l, the NSU Law Center held a two-day symposium on
"Water: A Human Right." The symposium covered why safe, clean drinking
water and sanitation is a human right essential to the full enjoyment of life and
all other human rights-a declaration that was made by the United Nations
General Assembly in 2010. The United Nations has voiced deep concern that
almost 900 million people worldwide do not have access to clean water.
At the symposium, treaty obligations, implementation, and barriers to clean
water were discussed. There was a water art fund-raiser with all proceeds going
to supply potable water to those in need. Guest speakers included Kenza
Robinson, United Nations secretary of water. Her presentation at the Law
Center can be viewed online at www.youtube.com/NSULawCenter.
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This year, two first-year law sections set a
challenge for the food drive. 'Tm proud
that my Section 5 topped Section 4 by
almost 150 cans," said Joseph D. Harbaugh,
professor oflaw and dean emeritus. "Even
more important, the 120 students and
7 professors from those sections donated
nearly 6,300 cans to make Thanksgiving
more meaningful for many." Last year,
NSU Law Center students donated more
than 10,000 cans of food.
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Symposium on the Influence of Social Media
on Highly Publicized Criminal Trials
The Criminal Law Society and Nova Trial Association at
the NSU Law Center held a symposium on the Influence
of Social Media on Highly Publicized Criminal Trials on
October 27, 2011. Guest speakers included two Law Center
alumni, Bradford Cohen (class of 1997) and Terence M.
Lenamon (class of 1992), and NSU Law Center professor
Hugh Mundy. The symposium featured a panel discussion
on the effects ofFacebook, Twitter, and YouTube. Ocher
topics discussed at the symposium included the Casey
Anthony trial, other highly publicized criminal trials, and
ethical constraints on mental health professionals who
involve themselves in media proceedings.

Caribbean Law Clinic
The Caribbean Law Clinic (CLC) was held at the NSU Law Center November 9-11, 2011. The CLC is a program created by the
American and Caribbean Law Initiative (ACLI), a consortium of Caribbean law schools and U.S. law schools. Each semester, law
students meet in a selected venue to coordinate research and prepare a joint presentation on topical legal issues. The clinic hosts
more than 30 law students and 10 faculty members from the following Caribbean and U.S. law schools: Cayman Islands Law
School (George Town, Grand Cayman), Eugene Dupuch Law School (Nassau, Bahamas), Hugh Wooding Law School (Tunapuna,
Trinidad), Norman Manley Law School (Kingston, Jamaica), Florida Coastal University School of Law Qacksonville, Florida),
Florida International University College of Law (Miami, Florida), and Stetson University College of Law (Gulfport, Florida), and
Nova Southeastern University Shepard Broad Law Center.
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Law Alumni Association Celebrates
the Holidays
NSU Law Center faculty and staff members, friends,
and alumni gathered together at the NSU Law Center
on December 14, 2011, to celebrate the holidays.
More than 100 friends and alumni gathered to catch
up with colleagues and NSU Law Center faculty and
staff members.

Palm Beach Chapter of the Law Alumni
Association Celebrates the Holidays
The Palm Beach Chapter celebrated the holidays
on December 6, 201 l, in Palm Beach, Florida. The
event was sponsored by the Law Alumni Association
Palm Beach Chapter. More than 100 friends and
alumni attended and reconnected with colleagues and
faculty and staff members from the NSU Law Center.

Winter Graduation Ceremony
The NSU Law Center held its winter graduation ceremony
for 82 graduates and their families on December 18, 2011, at
the Signature Grand. The ceremony included awarding the
Juris Doctor degree to 37 students and the Master of Science
degree in areas of health law, education law, and employment
law to 45 students. The winter graduation ceremony allows
each graduate receiving a J.D. degree to choose to be "hooded"
by a family or faculty member who significantly influenced
his or her academic career. Ron Brown, professor of law, and
law student Tory Tombs Mangel spoke during the winter
commencement. The ceremony was followed by a reception
at the Signature Grand.
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Public Interest Law Day Attracts 200 Students

Admitted Students Reception

Since 1993, organizations and individuals have come together on Public Interest
Law Day to share information with our students about the public interest
community and how they mig_ht get involved. On February 16, 2012, more
than 200 students came out to get information from the more than 25 South
Florida public interest and government organizations participating. The goal
of the event is to educate students about how they might contribute, through
summer internships and other volunteer opportunities, to the legal needs of
those individuals who are traditionally underserved or underrepresented in the
community. Participating organizations looking for interns on campus included
the Broward County Sheriffs Office Pre-Release Program, the Department
of Children and Families, the Department of Homeland Security (ICE), the
Everglades NSU Law Center, the Inter-American Center for Human Rights, the
Internal Revenue Service, and the U.S. Department of State.

The dean, faculty and staff members, alumni,
and representatives from the Student Bar
Association welcomed the fall class of
2012 admitted students during a special
reception held at the NSU Law Center on
March 15, 2012. Admitted students and
their families were given the opportunity to
meet current students, alumni, and faculty
and staff members. This is a major yield
event for the NSU Law Center, as many of
the students attending this event are still
in the process of deciding where they will
attend law school in the next year.

Public Interest Law Society Charity Auction Raises
More Than $11,000
On March 16, the Public Interest Law Society raised more than
$11,000 at a charity auction held at the NSU Law Center. The
money raised will be used to fund fellowships for students who
work in public interest law in the summer. Among the items
auctioned, favorites included opportunities to dine and play golf
with professors and the chance to become dean and associate
dean for a day.

Symposium
The "Paperless, Not Faceless: Violence Against Immigrant Women" symposium was held on March 24 at the NSU Law Center.
The purpose of the event was to create awareness and provide aid to immigrant women who are victims of violence. Some of the
topics covered included human trafficking, rape, domestic violence, and the options available to immigrant victims. The symposium
was organized by the NSU Law Center's Inter-American Center for Human Rights, the Hispanic Law Student Association, and
the Immigration Law Organization.

Swearing-In Ceremony
On April 24, 2012, NSU Law Center graduates were sworn in to
The Florida Bar at a special ceremony at the NSU Law Center.
Judges Melanie May ('81) and Robert Diaz ('84) presided over
the ceremony. Family, friends, faculty members, and NSU Law
Center administrators were in attendance to celebrate the welcomed membership into The Florida Bar.
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Mentoring Picnic
More than l 00 people attended the mentoring picnic, including members of the
Broward County Bar Association, students, faculty members, and administrators
from the NSU Law Center. More than 40 alumni, attorneys, and judges attended
the mentoring picnic at the Law Center. The picnic provided law students with
an opportunity to network and interact with practicing lawyers and judges. The
opportunity to work with law students and help guide them as they transition
from student to attorney is rewarding for the mentor and the mentee. NSU
Law Center alumni are especially encouraged to become mentors because of the
shared NSU law school experience between mentor and mentee. The picnic was
cohostcd by the NSU Law Alumni Association and the Law Center's Office of
Career and Professional Development.

NSU Law Center Provides
Lunch for Graduates Taking
the Bar Exam
To support new graduates sitting
for The Florida Bar Exam, the dean
and senior administrators traveled to
Tampa to offer encouragement and
nourishment. Lunch was offered to
students on both days of the exam.
Additionally, arrangements were made
with area hotels to offer a significant
discount to graduates taking the exam.

2012 Commencement Ceremony
Alan S. Gold, J.D., judge of the United States District Court for
the Southern District of Florida, was the keynote speaker for the
2012 NSU Law Center Commencement Ceremony. At the
ceremony, Gold received an Honorary Doctor of Laws degree,
which was presented by the dean, Athornia Steele. NSU law
professor Michael Flynn and law student Harold Pryor also spoke
at the ceremony, which was held on May 11. "We arc honored to
have Judge Gold give the commencement address for our 2012
class of graduates," said Steele. "Our students are active in justice
issues and logged approximately 23,000 hours of pro bono legal
work during their education at the NSU Law Center. I am proud
of what our 2012 graduates have already accomplished."
Judge Gold has dedicated his life to the honorable practice of
law since receiving his J.D. degree from the Duke University
School of Law in 1969. Prior to his nomination by then President
William J. Clinton and confirmation in 1997, he served as a
judge in the family division of the Eleventh Judicial Circuit

in and for Miami-Dade County, Florida. In 1992, Florida's
governor, Lawton Chiles, appointed Gold to the bench, where
he served in the family division and then the criminal division.
As United States District Court judge, Gold has presided over a
number of high-profile civil and criminal cases of importance to
our society and the state of Florida.

Law Alumni Association CLE
On May 22, NSU Law Alumni Association's Palm Beach Chapter
held a continuing legal education course entitled The State v. john
Goodman: A Civil and Criminal Perspective. The CLE featured
a panel discussion with Gregg Lerman ('85), an attorney; Scott
B. Smith, a board-certified civil trial attorney; Ron D. Herman
('00), a criminal defense attorney; and Nellie L. King ('96), a
criminal defense attorney and president of the Florida Association
of Criminal Defense Lawyers. More than 30 alumni and friends
attended the event in Palm Beach.
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Law Center Dean to Serve as Chair-Elect of the Law School
Admission Council
Athornia Steele, dean of the Shepard Broad Law Center, was recently elected to serve as
the chair-elect of the Law School Admission Council (LSAC) at its 2012 Annual Meeting and
Educational Conference held May 30 through June 2, 2012, in Boca Raton, Horida. Steele, a
former faculty member at Capital University Law School, became the dean of the NSU Law
Center in 2008. He has been an active member ofLSAC since 1997, serving three terms on its
board of trustees and on several of the organization's committees. These include the Minority
Affairs Committee, where he served as chair from 2005 to 2007, the Test Development and
Research Committee, the Finance and Legal Affairs Committee, the Audit Committee, and
the Nominating Committee. Steele has also participated on several ofLSAC's subcommittees
including the Academic Assistance Training Workshop Planning and the Skills Readiness
Inventory Membership Issues workgroups.
Steele will serve one year as chair-elect, two years as chair, and one additional year as the
immediate past chair. "LSAC has excellent staff members and a wealth oflaw school admissions
professionals, faculty members, and deans who volunteer their services on its boards and
committees. I welcome the opportunity to join these professionals in enhancing LSAC's
products and services," said Steele. "Legal education, like the legal profession , is undergoing
significant changes. I look forward to working with our sister organizations, the Section on
Legal Education and Admissions to the Bar of the American Bar Association, the A~sociation
of American Law Schools, and the National Association of Legal Career Professionals, to
collaboratively meet these changes and challenges."
According to its mission statement, the LSAC, a nonprofit corporation, provides unique,
state-of-the-art products and services to ease the admission process for law schools and their
applicants worldwide. It was founded in 1947 to create and administer the Law School Admission Test (LSAT). Since its founding, LSAC has grown and provides a number of important
and valuable services for students seeking admission to law school and for its member schools,
including the credential assembly service, candidate referral service, law school recruitment
forums, diversity initiatives, and test preparation materials.

Professor Listed in Best lawyers in America
Bruce Rogow, NSU Law Center professor, has been listed in The Best Lawyers in America®
for the 25th time. He was listed in six separate categories: Appellate, Bet the Company, First
Amendment, Municipal Litigation, Commercial Litigation, and White Collar Criminal Defense.
Rogow is the only remaining member of the inaugural faculty of the NSU Law Center, which
began in 1974. During his tenure, he has served as acting dean and codean. He is an outstanding leader in the growth and development of the NSU Law Center and shares with others the
credit for making this institution an excellent one for preparing lawyers.
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Law Center Professor Named Attorney of the Year
Michael L. Richmond , NSU Law Center professor, was
named by Broward Lawyers Care (BLC), the pro bono unit
of Legal Aid Service (LAS) of Broward County, and Coast to
Coast Legal Aid (CCIA) of South Florida as the recipient
of their 2012 Attorney of the Year Award.
As the state of the economy has worsened over the past few
years, there is an increasing need for volunteer legal assistance
to the poor and disadvantaged. These awards honor attorneys
who recognize that need and have committed themselves to
serving the community.
Richmond has been a faculty member at the NSU Law
Center since 1978. He teaches Torts, Defamation, Products
Liability, and the Law and Literature seminar. While in law
school, he interned with a civil rights attorney in Charlotte,
North Carolina, and later clerked at the Cleveland Legal Aid
Society in their mental health division. At the NSU Law
Center, he is the faculty adviser to the Public Interest Law
Society, raising funds to support stipends for NSU students
to intern at lAS and CCLA. Richmond's pro bono work for
BLC includes working extensively on diverse cases over the
years, such as family law/domestic cases, unfair collections
practices, and public benefits, resulting in hundreds of
donated pro bono hours.
"Ifl, as a Torts professor and attorney, can handle a Legal
Aid pro bono case dealing with the Medicaid Act, then any
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lawyer can work on a case outside the comfort zone. As
attorneys, we are trained to think and analyze," said
Richmond. "We can all help, and as professionals, we all
have an obligation to help."
The award will be presented at the 11th annual J!or the
Public Good gala on September 28, 2012, at the Hilton
Fort Lauderdale Marina. The gala is an annual fund-raiser
for lAS of Broward County and CCIA of South Florida.
Proceeds benefit families and individuals in gaining access
to equal justice.
CCIA of South Florida is a not-for-profit law firm
established in 2003 and funded, in part, by the Legal
Services Corporation. Its mission is to improve the lives
of low income individuals in our community through
advocacy, education, representation, and empowerment.
LAS of Broward County is a not-for-profit law firm
established in 1974. Its mission is to provide high-quality,
free, civil legal advice, representation, and education to the
poor of Broward County so as to improve the lifestyle and
living conditions of the low-income community and to
encourage self-sufficiency.
BLC was formed in 1983 by a joint effort of the Broward
County Bar and Legal Aid. BLC enables busy attorneys to
make a difference in their community.
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Law Center Gives Its First Professor of the Year Award
Elena Marty-Nelson received the Law Center's 2012 Shepard Broad Law Center Professor of the
Year Award. NSU President and Chief Executive Officer George L. Hanbury II, Ph.D., created the
professor of the year recognition for each educational center at the university. The criteria for the
award revolve around excellence in scholarship and teaching. Marty-Nelson's selection was based on her
excellence in teaching and her distinction in scholarly productivity. When announcing her selection,
Athornia Steele, Law Center dean, stated that Marty-Nelson is appreciated "for her enthusiasm for
teaching and working with students" and that she is "innovative and resourceful in assisting students
in the learning process" and "an excellent teacher." He also noted that she "has been selected by the
students as Professor of the Year on six occasions." With regard to her scholarship, Steele observed
that Marty-Nelson's "scholarship in her areas of teaching and research is extensive, of the highest
quality, well placed in legal journals, and cited by other legal scholars and the courts."

Four Law Center Faculty and
Staff Members Recognized
The NSU Law Center congratulates
Sharon Booth, director of public
interest programs and disability services;
Frank Orlando, former judge and
director of the Center for Study of
Youth Policy; Nancy Sanguigni,
assistant dean for clinical programs; and
Fran Tetunic, professor oflaw and
director of the Alternative Dispute
Resolution Clinic. The group was recognized at Nova Southeastern University's
External Funding Recognition Reception
on September 21, 2011. Each year,
NSU honors the recipients of these
grants for their hard work in applying
for and utilizing the funding.
Sharon Booth, Nancy Sanguigni, and
Fran Tetunic were recognized for their
efforts in securing grants from The
Florida Bar Foundation to support
the NSU Law Center's public interest
law program, pro bono initiatives, and
clinical programs. Frank Orlando was
recognized for his efforts in securing
funds for the Center for the Study of

Youth Policy from the Annie E. Casey
Foundation. Orlando recently received
an award from the Casey Foundation
for his project, entitled "Juvenile
Detention Alternative Initiative."
Every grant received by the NSU Law
Center is important to fulfilling key
educational programs for our students
and service projects for the Broward
County community.

NSU prides itself on the number and
amount of externally funded research
grants it receives each year. This fiscal
year, NSU had $71.4 million of active,
externally funded grants and awards
for various projects and research efforts
across the university.
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Distinguished Panelists
Speak at Women and the
Law Seminar
Professors from the NSU Law Center,

Amanda Foster (pictured far left)
and Olympia Duhart (pictured far
right), hosted a distinguished panel of
women attorneys October 18, 2011,
in their Women and the Law seminar.
The guests shared their personal
experiences as women in the practice
of law. Students participated in a panel
discussion and engaged in a question
and answer session with the guests.

The invited speakers included Yeemee
Chan ('08), an attorney with the
firm Tora! Garcia Battista; Andrea
Gundersen ('92), a solo practitioner
and cochair of the Professionalism

Professors Present at Central States Legal Writing Conference
Olympia Duhart, professor oflaw; Joseph Hnylka, assistant professor oflaw;
and Amanda Foster, assistant professor of law were presenters at the Central
States Legal Writing Conference on September 17, 2011, at The John Marshall Law
School in Chicago. The conference, "Practice Ready: Preparing Students and Assessing
Progress," featured legal writing professors from across the country. Duhart and
Hnylka presented "Let's Make a Deal: Incorporating Negotiations into Legal Research
and Writing." During the presentation, the two provided sample lesson plans, worksheets, and metacognitive questionnaires on teaching first-year students negotiation.
Foster presented "Email Writing for Lawyers: Leave the LOL~ and Emoticons at
Home," which modeled a classroom exercise on email drafting and professionalism.

Tim Arcaro was a speaker at the
following speaking engagements:
"Resolving Jurisdictional Conflicts
Arising Under the Uniform Child
Custody and Jurisdiction Enforcement
Act" at Raising the Bar at The Broward
County Bar Association Annual Family
Law Seminar; "Five Lessons Learned in
Launching Online Master's Degree Programs at a Traditional U.S. Law School"
at E-Learn 2011 World Conference on
E-Learning in Corporate, Government,
Healthcare, and Higher Education,
Honolulu, Hawaii; and "The Economic
Climate and Its Impact on Domestic
Violence and the Family" at The Fifth
Annual Be Aware Presentation, Broward
County Courthouse in Fort Lauderdale.
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Ronald Brown has published the
second edition of Brown & Brown,
Statutory Interpretation: The Search for
Legislative Intent. Designed as a quick
reference for lawyers and law students,
the first edition was cited in various law
review articles and nine state supreme
court opinions (the supreme courts of
Iowa, Oklahoma, and Kentucky). The
National Organization for Women also
cited it in their respondent's brief in
Scheidlerv. NO. W, 537U.S. 393 (2006).

Camille Lamar Campbell served
on the Executive Planning Committee,
the Student Writing Competition
Committee, and as a commentator

Committee of the Broward County Bar
Association; and Kate Webber, professor
and former associate at Proskauer Rose
in New York City.

Law Center Professors Publish
Book on Wills, Trusts, and Estates
Donna Carol Litman, Elena
Marty-Nelson, Jani Maurer,
Gail Levin Richmond, and
Eloisa C. Rodriguez-Dod, all
professors of law, have co-authored and
published a book titled Florida Wills,

Trusts, and Estates: Cases and Materials
(Carolina Academic Press 2d ed. 2011) .

for a Works in Progress Series "The
Exchange of I nm ate Organs for Liberty"
at the Southeast/Southwest People of
Color Legal Scholarship Conference in
Birmingham, Alabama. She presented
"Beyond Legal Research and Writing:
Incorporating Writing Skills into Other
Courses" at the 2012 Rocky Mountain
Legal Writing Conference held at the
Sandra Day O'Connor College of Law,
Arizona State University. In the spring
of this year, Lamar Campbell and
Olympia Duhart entered into a contract
with Wolters Kluwer Law and Business
Division to write a persuasive writing
textbook. The hook is tentatively
scheduled for publication in the spring
of 2013.
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Marilyn Cane co-wrote a Nova Law
Review article "Below Investment Grade
and Above the Law: A Past, Present, and
Future Look at the Accountability of
the Credit Rating Agencies" with Adam
Shamir ('12) and Tomas Jodar ('12),
forthcoming in the Fordham journal
of Corporate and Financial Law. She
presented 'The Regulation of Credit
Rating Agencies in the United States,
Europe, and Asia" at the Forum for
Economists International in Amsterdam,
The Netherlands. Cane was invited to
blog for theRacetotheBottom.org. This
was named Top Blog for Business Law
in 201 l by LexisNexis.

Kathy Cerminaro has published
a series of articles "The Law and Its
Interaction with Medical Ethics in Endof-Life Decision Making" and "Medical
Ethics: Interface of Law and Medicine"
in Chest, the journal of the American
College of Chest Physicians. She
continues to work with medical faculty
members at Yale in conceptualizing,
recruiting authors for, and reviewing
submissions for a legal-medical series
of articles in Chest. She published the
2012 supplement of the treatise she
co-authors, The Right to Die: The Law
ofEnd-of Life Decision-Making. In
addition, she wrote a series of articles
on the Health Law Professors Blog
at http://lawprofessors.typepad.com
!healthlawprof_blogl. Cerminara was
quoted in Florida Trend magazine in
August 2011 regarding hospice care. She
signed onto an amicus brief in the U.S.
Supreme Court regarding health care
reform cases. She was a presenter at the
symposium "Palliative Care: In Search
of the Good Death" at Cumberland
School of Law in Birmingham, Alabama.

David Cleveland was nominated
for board positions on both the Legal
Writing Institute and the Association
of Legal Writing Directors (ALWD),
and was appointed to cochair ALWD's
Conference and Scholarship committees.

He presented "Live Critiquing: Individual Conferencing Meets Formative
Assessment" at the Capital Area Legal
Writing Conference in Washington,
D.C., and "Building a Community of
Learners in the LRW Classroom" at the
Rocky Mountain Legal Writing Conference in Tempe, Arizona. His articles
continue to be cited in works as varied
as a state appellate brief, Wright and
Miller's Federal Practice and Procedure,
and various law review articles. His
articles "Chasokan: Research Judges
Toiling at the Stone Fortress," 88
Washington University Law Review 1601
(2011) and "Clarion Call or Sturm und
Orang: A Response to Pierre Schlag's
'Spam Jurisprudence'," 35 Nova Law
Review 503(2011) were published.

Phyllis Coleman published the
following: Florida Family Law: Text and
Commentary (Carolina Academic Press
2011) and "eHarmony and Homosexuals:
A Match Not Made in Heaven," 30
Q;tinnipiac L. Rev. 727 (2012), a fourpage excerpt from her article "Online
Dating: When 'Mr. (or Ms.) Right'
Turns Out All Wrong, Sue the Service,"
36 Oklahoma City University Law
Review 139 (2011). She taught an
animal law legislation seminar for the
first time at the NSU Law Center. Also,
as a member of The Florida Bar Animal
Law Committee, she worked with the
newsletter editor to publish papers of
three NSU Law Center students.

Jane Cross has been appointed to
serve as chair for the Diversity Committee of the AALS Section on Legal
Writing, Reasoning, and Research.
She served as finance chair, registration
chair, and cotreasurer of the 2012
Southeast/Southwest People of Color
Legal Scholarship Conference in
Birmingham, Alabama. At the conference, Cross was a moderator and a
panelist on a Society of American Law
Teachers' cosponsored panel called
"With and Without Tenure: Challenging
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Institutional Hierarchies." She was also
a commentator on a Work in Progress
Series presentation on "Mental Health
Courts: Assessing the Need for Formal
Court Rules to Protect Fifth and Sixth
Amendment Rights for all Participants."
She appeared as a guest speaker on
WPBT2's Pulse, as well.

Debra Curtis published "Attorney
Discipline Nationwide: A Comparative
Analysis of Process and Statistics," in 35
journal ofthe Legal Profession 209 (2011) .
Her year-end report as chair of the
Judicial Independence Committee of The
Florida Bar was published in 85 Florida
Bar journal, June 2011, at 64. She has
coauthored a Voters Guide to judicial
.Electiom, which will be distributed by the
Judicial Evaluation and Administration
Committee to all 20 circuits in advance
of the 2012 judicial elections. She taught
Pre-Law Boot Camp at the John Jay
College of Criminal Justice's Pre-Law
Institute. Additionally, she was elected to
a 10-year term on the Tufts University
Alumni Council.

Michael Dale, as part of NITA,
participated as lead teacher at a four-day
trial skills program for juvenile public
defenders at Loyola Law School in Los
Angeles, California. He was the lead
teacher for a one-day mediation skills
program at Stites Harbison law firm in
Louisville, Kentucky, and at a one-day
negotiation skills program at Fox
Rothchild law firm in Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania. Additionally, he was an
instructor at a three-day Denver Courts
child advocacy trials skills program in
Denver, Colorado. Dale assisted in
drafting an amicus brief in support
of petition for certiorari in the U.S.
Supreme Court in Adar v. Smith from
the Fifth Circuit Court of Appeals. He
also assisted in preparation of, and found
amici to sign onto, an amicus brief on
children's right to counsel in termination
of parental rights cases in Washington
State Supreme Court. Dale participated
33
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as a plenary speaker at the annual
conference of the Florida Association of
Family and Conciliation Courts. He has
helped reestablish the board of Florida
Association of Counsel for Children
and has written three law review articles.

Mark Dobson's article on Blueford v.
Arkansas was published in the American
Bar Association's Preview of United States
Supreme Court Cases, Issue Number
5, Volume 39. He also wrote two
other Preview articles: Issue Number 3,
Volume 39 on Williams v. Illinois and
Issue Number 2, Volume 39 on Smith
v. Cain. He was a speaker at NSU' s
President's Showcase on "The Casey
Anthony Trial and the Sixth Amendment
Right to a Jury Trial." He served as
a moderator and panelist for NSU
Law Center's Criminal Law Society's
program "Social Media and the Casey
Anthony Trial." Additionally, Dobson
was a volunteer NITA teacher/trainer
for the NITA Utah Child Advocates
Basic Trial Skills program in Salt Lake
City, Utah and NITA Florida Child
Advocates Basic Trial Skills program in
Tampa, Florida. He served as program
director for the NITA Basic Trial Skills
program held at the Law Center as well.

Olympia Duhart published
"PTSD and Women Warriors:
Causes, Controls, and a Congressional
Cure" in the Winter 2012 Cardozo
journal ofLaw and Gender. She also
wrote the "Cluster Introduction for
Education and Pedagogy on Identity
and Instruction" in the Spring 2012
California Western Law Review. She
has contributed "A Long Overdue
Letter of Condolence" and "Teachers
as Students: How to Make It Work" to
the SALTLA W Blog, both of which are
available at http://www.saltlaw.org/blogl.
Duhart was published in The Hufjington
Post in June as well. She served as an
organizer and presenter at "Breaking In:
How to Become a Law Professor or Law
School Administrator" held at The John
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Marshall Law School. She is an elected
member of the Board of Governors for
the Society of American Law Teachers.
In April, Duhart was appointed director
of the Lawyering Skills and Values
Program at the NSU Law Center and
was voted by the Law Center's student
body as Professor of the Year.

Amanda Foster's article, "Google It:
Responding to Tough Economic Times
by Integrating Free Electronic Research
in the Classroom," was published by
The Law Teacher, a biannual publication
of the Institute for Law Teaching and
Learning. She presented "Email Writing
for Lawyers: Leave the LOLs and
Emoticons at Home" at the Central
States Regional Legal Writing Conference
at The John Marshall Law School in
Chicago, Illinois, and "Civil Litigation:
A Pemale in a Male-Dominated Field"
at the Florida Association for Women
Lawyers (FAWL) NSU Chapter meeting.
Foster was a panelist on a podcast for the
.American Bar Association as part of an
AHA online career consultation program,
"Transitioning from Law Practice to the
Academy." She co-presented "Incorporating Client Communications into the
Legal Research and Writing Curriculum"
with Kate Webber at the Capital Area
Legal Writing Conference at Georgetown
Law School in Washington, D.C.

Pearl Goldman was appointed to the
Executive Committee of the Florida Bar
journal and News. Her article, "Religious
Convictions: The Law of Blasphemy in
Ireland," was published in volume 32 of
the 2011 Adelaide Law Review.

Joseph Grohman was appointed as
the executive dean for faculty development for Nova Southeastern University.

Gwen Handelman's article is
scheduled for publication in the ABA

Journal of Labor and Employment Law
in .August 2012. She participated in
the meeting of the ABA Joint Committee on Ethics and Professionalism
on August 4, 2012, at the AHA Annual
Meeting in Chicago as Liaison from the
Section of Labor and Employment Law.
She will be concluding two years as
Section Liaison to the Joint Committee
and three years as Union Co-Chair of
the Section's Committee on Ethics and
Professional Responsibility.

Areto lmoukhuede's article, "The
Fifth Freedom: The Constitutional
Duty to Provide Public Education," was
published in the University of Florida's
journal ofLaw and Public Policy, Volume
22. Imoukhuede was appointed by the
Miami-Dade Democratic Executive
Committee to serve as a delegate at the
Florida Democratic Party Convention in
Orlando, Florida. At the 2012 Southeast/
Southwest People of Color Legal
Scholarship Conference in Birmingham,
Alabama, he served on the Executive
Planning Committee as cochair for the
Works in Progress Series and organized
11 of these series. During the conference, he served as the moderator for
a panel called "Across Generations: .A
Conversation Among Faculty of Color."

Bob Jarvis published pieces in the
Gaming Law Review and Economics,
journal ofMaritime Law and Commerce,
Preview of United States Supreme Court
Cases, and Saint Louis University Law
journal. He was sought out by the
media to comment on current affairs,
appearing on 19 radio and 16 television
programs and in 112 newspaper and
magazine stories. Jarvis continued to
chair the Advisory Board of the American

journal of Legal History (www.ajlh.org).
He also continued to serve on the editorial boards of three other publishers. In
February 2012, he was a speaker at the
Fort Lauderdale Porum on the future of
casino gambling in Florida.

STAFF AND FACULTY MEMBER ACTIVITIES AND ACHIEVEMENTS

Shahabudeen Khan co-presented
six seminars in Rome, Italy, at Roma Tre
University on "Comparative Criminal
Law and Procedure in the U.S. and
European Union." He taught a two-week
criminal law course to prospective
dual-degree students from Roma Tre
University. Khan served as the co-faculty
adviser to the Moot Court Society for
the past year and as a co-coach of the
Elon University Billings, Exum, and
Frye National Moot Court Competition.

lshaq Kundawala appeared on
National Public Radio (NPR) to discuss
consumer bankruptcies and the economy.
His article, "Unveiling the Mystery,
History, and Problems Associated with the
Jurisdictional Limitations of Bankruptcy
Courts Over Personal Injury Tort and
Wrongful Death Claims," has been
published as the lead article in Volume
42 of the McGeorge Law Review.

Ken Lewis was asked to lead Village
United Football Club through its
reorganization efforts and to ensure
that all its loans and transfers comply
with Federation Internationale de
Football Association (FIFA) and other
applicable laws. He has been asked to be
a representative to the Premier League
Club Association. He was interviewed
by Newstalk 93FM in Jamaica. The
interview focused on the state of the
Jamaican Premier League and the
reorganization of Village United.

Donna Litman served as faculty
coach for a team of students who
participated in the Third Annual
Transactional Law Meet for the
Southeast region. She also served as a
member of the Tax Law Certification
Committee of The Florida Bar.

Michael Masinter presented two
Continuing Legal Education programs

at a conference held by the American
Civil Liberties Union. He presented
"The Eleventh Circuit Update, Civil
Rights, and Civil Liberties," and he was
one of three panelists who addressed
"Strategies for Civil Rights Litigation in
Florida." He was reelected to the Board
of Directors of the American Civil
Liberties Union of Florida and serves
as chair of its Legal Panel and a member
of its Executive Committee. He also
writes and publishes a bimonthly column
addressing the rights of students with
disabilities in postsecondary education in

Disability Compliance for Higher Education.
He was quoted in The Christian Science
Monitor in an article, "Two Decades
after Anita Hill: How Workplaces Are
Handling Sexual Harassment."

Jani Maurer published "Use and
Disposition of Life Insurance in
Dissolution of Marriage," 16 Barry L.
Rev. 57 (Spring 2011) and "Avoiding
Statutory Restrictions on Appointment
of Personal Representatives in Florida,"
36 Nova L. Rev. 141 (Fall 2011). She
also served as a director and Law Center
liaison for the Craig S. Barnard Inn of
Court in Palm Beach County, Florida.

Joel Mintz published Enforcement at
the EPA: High Stakes and Hard Choices.
He also published ''Throwing Precaution
to the Wind: NEPA and the Deepwater
Horizon Blowout," 2 George Washington

journal ofEnergy and hnvironmental Law
62 (2011). He published four "From the
Environment" columns in the Real Estate
Law journal. He wrote a blog piece for
the Center for Progressive Reform' s Web
site regarding Sackett v. EPA. His article,
"Diversity, Specificity, and Environmental
Policymaking: An Introduction," appeared
at 35 Nova Law Review 583 (2011).
He participated in two discussions
among a national group of scholars
regarding new developments in climate
change and the implications of the
Occupy Movement for environmental
issues. These discussions were held at the

-·

2012 annual meeting of the Center for
Progressive Reform in Washington, D.C.
Mintz presented "Lessons for NonAmericans from the U.S. Experience
with Environmental Enforcement" at a
colloquium cosponsored by the University
of Maryland Law School and the International Union for the Conservation of
Nature. He presented on "The History
and Current Status of EPA Enforcement
of Superfund" at a conference on the
Comprehensive Environmental Response,
Compensation, and Liability Act
(CERCLA or Superfund) at Southwestern
Law School in Los Angeles. He was
also invited to become a fellow of the
American Bar Foundation.

Gail Richmond served as the
A~sociation of American Law Schools
representative on the ABNAALS
sabbatical site evaluation team for New
York Law School and as the ABA site
evaluator for the Seattle University
summer-abroad program in South
Africa. She served as the secretary and
as a member of the Program Formatting
Committee of the Southeastern
Association of Law Schools (SEALS)
and was part of the SEALS 2011 annual
meeting panel on Supreme Court
and Legislative Update: Business and
Regulatory Issues. She contributed a
chapter on tax research to the ABA Tax
Section's book, Effectively Representing
Your Client Be.fore the IRS (5th ed.
2011) and served as supervising editor
of the Tax Section's NewsQuarterly.

Michael Richmond spoke on a
panel with Rabbi Akiva Zweig, outreach
director at Talmudic University, at a
continuing legal education (CLE)
course tided "American Cases through
the Eyes of the Talmud-Defamation:
Libel and Slander." The CLE was held
at Greenberg Traurig, P.A. in Miami
and was sponsored by the South Florida
Center for Jewish Ethics.
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Eloisa Rodriguez-Dod 's article,
"Stop Shutting the Door on Renters:
Protecting Tenants from Foreclosure
Evictions," 20 Cornell Journal ofLaw
and Public Policy 243 (2010), led to an
interview with The Huffington PostAOL Realty. Rodriguez-Dod served
as moderator for Trusts and Animals,
organized by Florida International
University College of Law's Real
Property, Probate, and Trust Law
Society and the Student Animal Legal
Defense Pund in Miami, Florida. She
was an organizer for the 2012 AALS
Annual Meeting, "Fostering Diversity
and Excellence During Challenging
Economic Times," MLS Minority
Law Section panel, Washington, D.C.
She appeared on Univision's A Tu Lado
regarding tenant evictions.

Raul Ruiz prepared a moot court
problem for the 2012 High School
Moot Court Competition sponsored by
the Law Related Education Committee
of The Florida Bar.

John Sanchez's 2011 edition of his
treatise, State and Local Government
Employment Liability, has been published
in two volumes by West.

Athornia Steele will serve as
chair-elect of the Law School Admission
Council (LSAC). He served as a panelist
at the Association of American Law
Schools (AALS) Annual Meeting for the
section on law schools with part-time
programs. He was a speaker on two
panels and a moderator on a third panel
at the American Bar Association's Law
School Committee on Law School
Administration at the Associate Dean's
Work~hop. He was a panelist on "How
to Keep Your Integrity and Avoid
Disciplinary Action from Law School
to Retirement" at The Florida Bar's
Annual Convention.
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Michele Struffolino's article
"Taking Limited Representation to
the Limits: The Efficacy of Using
Unbundled Legal Services in Domestic
Relations Matters Involving Litigation"
was published in the St. Mary '.r Law
journal on Legal Malpractice and
Ethics, Volume 2, Number 1, 2012.
She presented this article at the
Eleventh Annual Symposium on
Legal Malpractice and Ethics, hosted
by St. Marys Law Journal in San
Antonio, Texas, and at the SEALS
Annual Conference. She presented
"Who Are You and What Did You Do
with My Real Attorney" at the New
England Consortium of Legal W ricing
Teachers held at the University of New
Hampshire School of Law. She also
presented on the legal issues involved in
domestic violence cases at the Florida
Association for Women Lawyers'
Domestic Violence Symposium. She
co-coached two teams in the Thomas
Tang Moot Court Competition, and
one of the teams won the regional
competition in Philadelphia.

Jim Wilets was invited to judge the
Jessup International Law Moot Court
Competition for Venezuela. He helped
determine which of their teams would
go to the international competition
in Washington D.C. He published
"From Divergence to Convergence?
A Comparative and International
Law Analysis ofLGBTI Rights in the
Context of Race and Post-Colonialism,"
21 Duke journal of Comparative and
International Law 631 (2011). Wilets'
article, cowritten with Camilo Espinosa,
titled "Rule of Law in Haiti Before and
After the 2010 Earthquake," has been
published by the Intercultural Human
Rights Law Review. He was also elected
treasurer of the Association of American
Law Schools Section on Sexual Orientation and Gender Identity Issues.

Steve Wisotsky was recognized by
Carlos]. Martinex, Miami-Dade public

defender, for his work on behalf of
poor and indigent clients through his
office's Ensuring Equal Justice Pro Bono
Initiative (EEJI). The awards presented
honored more than 90 lawyers from a
broad cross section of the legal community. Through EEJI, a large contingent
of private attorneys, from solo practitioners to associates at mid-size and large
law firms, as well as members of the
Florida Association of Criminal Defense
Lawyers-Miami Chapter have donated
more than 3,000 attorney hours to
public defender clients. Wisotsky's
article "Speak with Style and Authority"
was excerpted in 29: 1 GP Solo Magazine
Qanuary/February 2012). His article
"Honest Services Fraud After Skilling
v. United States," which discusses
judicial responses to federal prosecutors'
use of the mail fraud statute to crack
down on so-called honest services fraud
following the U.S. Supreme Court's
recent ruling that the honest services
component of the statute only extends
to bribery and kickback schemes, was
published in the Criminal Law and Procedure Practice Group's journal Engage.

Eric Young presented "Legal
Knowledge-the Basics for Assisting
Library Customers" at the 2012 Florida
Library Association Conference in
Orlando, Florida. He wilJ serve on the
American Association of Law Libraries
Scholarship Committee.

Clinic Achievement

1/A

Brion Blackwelder, Law Center professor, and students from
the Children and Families Law Clinic were recently successful
at the Fourth District Court of Appeal in an appeal involving
subject matter jurisdiction to modify an award of rehabilitative
alimony. The trial court incorrectly dismissed the clinic's
petition to modify an award of rehabilitative alimony in
reliance on a case that involved personal jurisdiction, not
subject matter jurisdiction. This case came to the clinic more
than 10 years ago. Many students from the Law Center's
clinic have worked on this case throughout the years.

Students Participate in First-Ever Legal
Challenge to Jamaica's Antigay Laws
The Law Center is acknowledged for its participation in the
first-ever challenge to Jamaica's sodomy laws. NSU law students, working with the Inter-American Center for Human
Rights (JACHR), were key participants in writing a petition
(brief) to the Inter-American Commission for Human
Rights challenging Jamaica's sodomy laws. In addition, the
IACHR will be writing an amicus brief separately to support
the petition, which will be the IACHR's own petition.

Students Volunteer Nearly 22,000 Hours of
Legal Work
The graduates of the class of2012 participated in the
Pro Bono Honor Program and volunteered nearly 22,000
hours of pro bono legal work while in law school. This
is an impressive volunteer effort, and its impact on the
community is beyond measure.
From the class of 2012, 115 students qualified for
recognition by performing at least 50 hours of pro bono
service. This is the highest number of participants for a
graduating class on record. The total number of hours is
the equivalent of 440 workweeb (at 50 hours per week)
or 9 years of service (at 50 workweeks per year). In addition, 20 graduates received summer and/or academic year
fellowships for a total of 3,300 volunteer hours.
The top three placements in terms of number of students
volunteering and the total number of hours were Legal
Aid Service of Broward County/Coast to Coast Legal Aid
of South Florida, the Broward County Public Defender's
Office, and the Broward County State Attorney's Office.

Students, working with Jamaican attorney Maurice Tomlinson
and the organization AIDS-Free World, presented a first-ever
legal challenge to the country's laws. Tomlinson is joined
in representing the petitioners by Lord Anthony Gifford,
noted counsel on a similar and successful case before the
European Court of Human Rights, and a formidable legal
team assembled by AIDS-Free World legal director Betsy
Apple that includes pro bono attorneys from the U.S. firm
Thompson Hine and from the NSU Law Center. AIDS-Free
World has filed a petition at the Inter-American Commission
on Human Rights on behalf of two gay men. The AIDS-Free
World legal team argues that by criminalizing homosexuality
under its constitution, Jamaica is in violation of international
human rights law.
The petition brought by AIDS-Free World states that this
law impedes on the American Convention on Human
Rights, to which Jamaica is a party, and violates numerous
guarantees contained in other international treaties that the
country has signed and ratified. AIDS-Free World is bringing
its challenge at the regional level, to the Inter-American
Commission. If the commission decides favorably, other
countries in the region with similar antihomosexuality
legislation will be forced to take notice. In fact, it is the
conviction of AIDS-Free World that a favorable outcome will
have a dramatic impact on all countries that persist in the
persecution of citizens on the grounds of sexual orientation.
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Justin Zeig, Matthew Zukowsky, Michael Glassmacher, Shire Patel, and Eric Arckey

Student Bar Association Wins NSU 's Student Life Achievement Award (STUEY)
Congratulations to the NSU Law Center's Student Bar Association (SBA) for winning Student Government of the Year as
part ofNSU's Student Life Achievement Awards (STUEY). The STUEYs were created to recognize NSU's best of the best in
scholarship, leadership, involvement, service, commitment, integrity, and inclusion. The SBA is the liaison between students,
faculty members, and administrators, as well as a vehicle for positive change. A~ the voice of the student body, SBA brings forth
student concerns and perspectives to faculty members and administrators. This year, SBA has taken substantial steps in becoming
a more prominent organization at NSU by advocating for beneficial changes and promoting the growth of the university. SBA
was able to successfully renovate the student lounge and courtrooms. Some of SBA' s main goals are to foster a strong sense of
community throughout the NSU Law Center and to promote a positive law school experience. The SBA hosts a variety of
school-wide social events and programs-including a Welcome Back Social, Friends and Family Day, and the Barristers Ballin order to bring students, faculty members, and administrators together outside of the classroom.
Other NSU Law Center nominees and finalists are below.
Student of the Year-Hannah Knight
Executive of the Year-Leslie Cooney
Administrator of the Year-Natalia Enfort
Staff Person of the Year-Lynda Harris
Professor of the Year-Elena Marty-Nelson
Cocurricular Adviser of the Year-Ron Brown
Graduate Organization of the Year-Hispanic Law Student Association (HLSA)
Corporate Partner of the Year-Broward County Bar Association
Alumna of the Year-Beverly Vesel
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Student Receives 2012 Rising
Star Scholarship Award and
AILA Scholarship Award
The Broward County Women Lawyers'
Association (BCWLA) presented the
2012 Rising Star Scholarship Award to
third-year NSU Law Center student
Ethel Moreno. BCWLA presented
Moreno the award due to her passion
for international human rights, immigration law, civil rights, and the rights
of women and children. She has devoted
herself to helping people navigate the
complexity of the immigration system.
She is the daughter and granddaughter
of Nicaraguan immigrants who came to
this country to seek stability and were
ultimately granted asylum. She will be the
first person in her family to hold a professional degree and credits her success
to her parents' hard work and sacrifice.
Moreno is currently enrolled in the
International Practice Clinic where
she is working with NSU Law Center
alumna Andrea Martini ('07) at the
Miami office of Kurzban, Kurzban,
Weinger, Tetzeli & Pratt, P.A., in the
area of immigration law.
While enrolled in the clinic, she was
awarded a scholarship by the American
Immigration Lawyers' Association (AILA)
to attend the American Immigration
Law Association Conference in Miami.
The AILA is an affiliated organization
of the American Bar Association (ABA)
and is represented in the ABA House
of Delegates. The AILA is the national
bar association of more than 10,000
attorneys who practice immigration law.
AlLA member attorneys represent tens
of thousands of U.S. families who have
applied for permanent residence for
their spouses, children, and other close
relatives to lawfully enter and reside in
the United States. AILA members also
represent businesses and industries in

Ethel Moreno and her father with BCWLA board members and NSU I..aw Center administrators

the United States who sponsor highly
skilled foreign workers seeking to enter
the United States on a temporary
or permanent basis. AILA members
represent foreign students, entertainers,
athletes, and asylum seekers, often on a
pro bono basis as well. Their purpose is
to advance the science of the administration of law pertaining to immigration
and nationality law; to promote reforms
in these laws; to facilitate the administration of justice in this regard; and to
elevate the standards of integrity, honor,
and courtesy of those appearing in a
representative capacity in such matters.

In 201 l, Moreno was awarded the
Martin E. Feinrider Summer Fellowship
for International Human Rights.
A volunteer for several organjzations,
Moreno has been a grants coordinator for the Inter-American Center for
Human Rights since September 2010.
She has also been volunteering for the
Florida Immigrant Advocacy Center
since June 2010, working with female
immigrants who have been victims of
crimes or domestic violence.

Moreno's community service includes
her work with the Florida Immigrant
Coalition, where she has been involved
with building awareness for the DREAM
Act legislation and assists with efforts
to bring about fundamental rights for
farm workers. She is also involved with
SEED 305, a small, nonprofit organization that hosts political and community
education programs.
Moreno plans to use the 2012 Rising
Star Scholarship Award to fund a study
to track the migration patterns of
immigrants and investigate how those
patterns relate to the civil rights of
women and children. The women she
has interviewed have revealed a reoccurring pattern of immigration to flee
abuse and seek stability for themselves
and their children. It is Moreno's goal
to explore the problems these women
experience and uncover solutions.
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Graduating Students Receive Bar Gift Award
NSU Law Center graduates Melanie Malave, Holli Adams, and Robert Lamarche were this year's recipients of the
Bar Gift Award. Funded through generous contributions of alumni and faculty member donors, the Bar Gift Award provides
monetary assistance to graduates during their 10 weeks of preparation for The Florida Bar Exam. The award enables recipients to
concentrate fully on their studies. Eligible graduates must have a qualifying grade point average, demonstrate need, agree to forgo
employment between graduation and the Bar exam, and commit to supporting the Bar Gift fund in the future.

Students Win First Place at
Regional Moot Court Competition
NSU Law Center students Ryan Brenton and lsha Kochhar
won first place at the National Asian Pacific American Bar
Association (NAPABA) Regional Thomas Tang Moot Court
Competition held in Philadelphia at Drexel University. During
the preliminary rounds of the competition, Brenton and Kochhar
competed with teams from the University of Pennsylvania and
Brooklyn Law School. In the semifinal round, they competed
against a team from Fordham University. Brenton and Kochhar
defeated a team from The John Marshall Law School in the
championship round co win first place at the competition.
The Thomas Tang Regional Competitions are held throughout
the month of October in Philadelphia, Chicago, Denver, and
Houston. The Philadelphia Regional Competition included
multiple teams from the University of Pennsylvania, Fordham
University, Brooklyn Law School, University of Maryland,
Boston University, Hofstra University, Drexel University, and
The John Marshall Law School. The competition problem was
based on the issue of whether an act that provided for certain
limitations on the courses taught and course-related materials
used in state-funded institutions of higher education violated the
First and Fourteenth Amendments.
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NSU Law Center students Martavis Clarke (story on page 10)
and Curtis Davis also competed at the competition and received
compliments from the judges regarding their oral advocacy skills.
Amanda Foster and Michele Struffolino, NSU Law Center
professors, served as coaches for both teams.
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Willem C. Vis International
Commercial Arbitration
Moot Competition
Adam Diaz, Cynthia Pyfrom ,
Matthew Walker, Christine
Venezia , and Rachel Slone
won first place at the Annual Florida
Bar Willem C. Vis International
Commercial Arbitration Pre-Moot
Competition held at the University of
Miami. The team argued against Stetson
University, the University of Florida,
Florida International University, and
Loyola University-New Orleans.
The team also competed at the 19th
Annual Willem C. Vis International
Commercial Arbitration Moot in
Vienna, Austria. There were a total of
220 teams from 71 countries. The team
competed against University ofFribourg,
University ofTurku, Kazakhstan Institute of Management Economics, and
Universidade Federal University of Rio
Grande do Sul. There were more than
700 arbitrators from around the world.

The team tied for first place with the University of Florida. University of Miami placed second and Stetson
University placed third. Law Center student Adam Diaz came in third place for Best Oralist.

The goal of the Vis Moot is to foster
the study of international commercial
law and arbitration for resolution of
international business disputes through
its application to a concrete problem
of a client, and to train law leaders of
tomorrow in methods of alternative
dispute resolution. The business community's marked preference for resolving
international commercial disputes by
arbitration is the reason this method
of dispute resolution was selected.
Law students participate in two crucial

phases: the writing of memoranda for
both claimant and respondent, and the
hearing of oral argument based upon
the memoranda-both judged by a panel
of arbitration experts. The exercises
concern questions of contract-flowing
from a transaction relating to the sale
and purchase of goods under the United
Nations Convention on Contracts for the
International Sale of Goods (CISG) and
other uniform international commercial
law-in the context of an arbitration of a
dispute under specified arbitration rules.

BLSA Participates in National Thurgood
Marshall Mock Trial Competition
Niccolo Reid , Thasaian Jordan, Chasity
Strachan, and Alexia Hudson , members of the

The Thurgood Marshall team with their coach, NSU Law Center professor Tania Williams

NSU Law Center's Black Law Student Associatjon
(BLSA) Mock Trial Team, recently competed in the
regional rounds of the National Thurgood MarshalJ
Mock Trial Competition. The team won their first
two preliminary rounds by a total margin of 11
points, which included a win against the team from
Cumberland School of Law, whose team member won
the Best Advocate award. The competition was held in
Birmingham, Alabama, and consisted of 24 teams from
all across the region.
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Law Students Meet the President
of the United States
On April 10, members of the NSU Law
Center's Democratic Law Student Council
(DLSC) had the opportunity to meet United
States President Barack Obama. Thirteen
NSU Law Center students and three professors were in attendance at an event held 'at
the Westin Diplomat in Fort Lauderdale.
The DLSC's mission is to promote and
encourage social awareness, community
activism, volunteerism, and political action
by creating a forum for students to gather,
organize, debate, and become informed
about important political issues.
NSU Law Center students Harry Tapias, DLSC
vice president, and Casey Mullin, DLSC president,
shown with United States President Barack Obama

NSU students pictured with Circuit Judge Peter M. Weinstein, Chief Judge of the 17th Judicial Circuit of Florida, Broward County

Students Participate in PAD Goes to Court
During the week of March 26-30, 2012, the Fleming Chapter of Phi Alpha Delta Legal Fraternity (PAD) hosted an event at the
Broward County Courthouse entitled PAD Goes to Court. More than 30 students had the opportunity to sit in a Broward County
courtroom and judge's chambers and witness real-life courtroom proceedings such as jury voir dires, pre-trial hearings, and trials
ranging from personal injuries to grand theft. PAD Goes to Court is an expansion of a previous event, A Day with a Judge. Students
were invited to participate in more than one court proceeding and visit with more than 20 judges from different divisions-such as
family, civil, criminal, and probate-to experience the different types oflaw practiced and the various outcomes of each proceeding.
On March 26, students had the honor of meeting Peter Weinstein, Broward County chief judge, who explained the history of the
courthouse and offered information in relation to The Florida Bar Exam. Many of the judges shared with students lessons learned
from their courtroom experiences, and students had the opportunity to discuss trial strategies with other attorneys.
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Phi Alpha Delta Fleming Chapter Wins Awards
NSU's Phi Alpha Delta (PAD) Fleming Chapter attended the district conference in Naples, Florida, and won three awards:
Outstanding Chapter in District 32 for the 2011-2012 academic year, third place for Outstanding Academic Program in the
United States for their Registration 101 program, and Outstanding Law School Chapter Alumni Networking Program Award
in the nation for their Faculty Roast Auction. PAD is the largest coeducational, professional law fraternity in the United
States. It was founded in 1902, and today has more than 300,000 initiated members. Approximately one out of six attorneys
in the United States is a member of PAD. Five of the sitting justices of the United States Supreme Court are members of
PAD. Additionally, 2 out of 10 of all federal judges and 3 out of 10 of all state judges are PAD members. Six U.S. presidents
have also been members of PAD.

Student Receives Scholarship from International Association
of Gaming Advisors
The International Association of Gaming Advisors (IAGA) announced the winners of the
2012 Shannon Bybee Scholarships at the 2012 IAGA International Gaming Conference
held in Las Vegas. The IAGA is a nonprofit professional corporation dedicated to the study
and development of gaming regulation and compliance. The scholarships are awarded annually
to law student authors of articles of significance to the understanding and practice of gaming
law. NSU Law Center student Michael Salad was awarded a $2,500 scholarship underwritten by International Game Technology for his article, "Royally Flushed: The Legislative
Fight to Legalize Internet Gambling." The articles are judged on their merit by an IAGA
national panel of attorneys whose practices reflect significant emphasis on gaming law. Panel
member Richard Nathan of Denver, Colorado, said, "The task of judging the entrants
becomes more difficult each year as we are asked to single out two papers from amongst all
of those we receive as meriting special consideration."
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2L Wins Scholarship Award
South Florida community association law firm Kaye, Bender, and
Rembaum, P.L., has named Jonathan Picard, second year
student at the Law Center, the recipient of the 2011-2012 Kaye
& Bender Scholarship.
"The quality of the applicants impressed us and made it a difficult decision to select this year's scholarship recipient," said
Robert Kaye, managing member of Kaye & Bender. "However,
in his application submission, Jonathan clearly demonstrated an
insightful understanding of the essay topic and made a persuasive
presentation. His strong assessment and passion for the topic
ultimately swayed our decision."
To be eligible for the $2,500 annual Kaye & Bender Scholarship,
a student must be a second- or third-year student attending
full time, or a fourth-year evening student at the Law Center.
Students are also required to be in good standing with a grade
point average above a 3.0, demonstrate community involvement,

and have prepared an essay on the challenges facing community
associations in South Florida.
"We appreciate the generosity of Kaye & Bender in creating this
scholarship and value their ongoing partnership with the law
school," said Athornia Steele, dean of the Shepard Broad Law
Center at Nova Southeastern University.

Students Assist Broward County' s
Residential Foreclosure Division
Due to budgetary cuts, Marina Garcia-Wood,
a Broward County judge, did not have
case managers or senior judges to assist
with the handling of more than 42,000
foreclosure cases in Broward County.
The Broward County Bar Association's
Real Property Section and Garcia-Wood
utilized Law Center students to assist,
observe, and participate in the residential
foreclosure proceedings. Law students
who volunteered hours in the Residential
Foreclosure Division are Lisa Bloch ,
Harry Dominguez, Katherine Hustis,
Robert Jackson , Jaclyn Kennard ,
Jenna Kulbersh , Caroline Lewis,
Julie Liva, Vanessa Romero, and
Nicole Sanchez.
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Moot Court Competitions
Students M ichael Day, Alan Blose, and Ryan Brenton
participated in the E. Earle Zehmer Workers' Compensation
National Moot Court Competition held in Orlando and
received Best Brief First Runner-Up in the competition. Blose
and Day advanced to the semifinal round, where they were
defeated in a split decision by Florida Agricultural and
Mechanical University. Blose and Day defeated Florida Coastal
School of Law and Stetson University in their preliminary
rounds to advance to the semifinals. Also competing on behalf
ofNSU was the team of Harry (Mike) Leonard and lsha
Kochhar. The E. Earle Zehmer Workers' Compensation
National Moot Court Competition is widely known for its
complex issues and concepts designed to immerse the student
in workers' compensation law.
Students Brian Engel, Daniel Berke, Harold Pryor,
and Paul Edwards competed in the inaugural South Texas
Mock Trial Challenge. Forty-two law schools were invited
to compete in the competition. Sponsored by South Texas
College of Law, the competition is designed to showcase the
best advocates from the nation's best advocacy programs. Each
four-member team addressed a problem related to a legal challenge faced by the health care industry. Judges evaluated both
trial briefs and oral arguments.

Students Philip Jones, Justin Weinstein , and Harry
(Mike) Leonard competed in the National Environmental
Law Moot Court Competition (NELMCC) held at Pace
University Law School in White Plains, New York. Seventyseven schools competed via their briefs on a complex water
permitting problem. Leonard was the Best Oralist of both of
his two arguments, out of six people arguing in each round.
Students Ryan Brenton and Brent Trapana participated
in the 24th Annual Domenick L. Gabrielli National Family
Law Moot Court Competition at Albany Law School in
Albany, New York. This was the first time the NSU Law
Center competed in this event. The competition consisted of
24 teams from various law schools across the country, such as
the University of Chicago, Wake Forest University, Seton Hall
University, Louisiana State University, North Carolina Central
University, Florida State University, and The John Marshall
Law School-Chicago. After two preliminary rounds, Brenton
and Trapana advanced to gain a spot in the Octofinal Round.
During this round, Brenton and Trapana competed against a
team from the University of Chicago.

Student Publications
Ramon Guillen, Jr., "Pushing Alice Down the Rabbit Hole:
How Florida's Video Voyeurism Laws Protect Victims," 23
University ofFlorida journal ofLaw and Public Policy (2012).

Brent V. Trapana, "Airport X-Ray Body Scanners: Do the
Benefits Outweigh the Risks?" Part 1, 3 Travel Law Quarterly
257 (2011); Part 2, 4 Travel Law Quarterly (2012).

Monique Pillinger, "A Most Unusual Relationship: Unraveling
the Mystery of Jane Toppan and Her Attorney James Stuart
Murphy," Massachusetts Law Review (forthcoming 2012).

Rafaela Vianna, "Ethanol: Sweetening the Deal Between the
United States and Brazil," International Law Quarterly, Vol.
XXIX, No. 4, Fall 2011.

Charlene Smith, Nan Palmer, and Ramon Guillen, Jr.,
"Women Enslaving Women," 21 Southern California Review of
Law and Social justice (2012).
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Janice Law, founder and president
of the American Women Writers
National Museum (AWWNM), spoke
at the Library of Congress about
AWWNM' s continuing progress and
development since the February 2012
grand opening in Washington, D.C.

Law Section. Beilly was recognized for
her "tireless efforts and contributions
to the enhancement of family law practice and procedure throughout the state
of Florida."

Reed McClosky was the recipient of
the Broward County Bar Association's
2011 Pro Bono Housing Law Award. A
shareholder at freedman & McClosky,
P.A., his practice concentrates on commercial litigation, business law, and
property tax reductions, as well as mediating and arbitrating circuit civil cases.

Beverly Vesel was recognized as a
Community Champion at Deliver the
Dream's inaugural awards dinner, which
was held on September 15 in Fort
Lauderdale. An attorney specializing in
family law and children's rights, Vesel was
honored for her work helping disabled
children and their families. She is a
member of the NSU Law Center's Board
of Governors and Alumni Association
Board of Directors. Deliver the Dream
a South Florida-based nonprofit that '
organizes retreats for families experiencing
serious illness or crisis, held this event
to honor leaders who are both successful
in their professions and champions in
giving back to the community. For more
information about Deliver the Dream,
visit www. deliverthedream. orgl.

Barbara Beilly, a general magistrate
in Broward County's Seventeenth Judicial
Circuit, won the Visionary of the Year
Award given by The Florida Bar Family
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Jayne C . Weintraub is now of
counsel at Broad and Cassel' s Miami
office. Weintraub, an AV-rated attorney
by Martindale-Hubbell, has represented
numerous high-profile clients including
former Major League Baseball star J osc
Canseco, performer Scan Combs, and
Minnesota Viking Leon Hoard.

Barbara B. Wagner, a partner of
Wagenheim & Wagner, is now of counsel with the law firm of Haliczcr Pettis
& Schwamm in Fort Lauderdale. Her
practice focuses on workers' compensation and appellate matters. She is board
certified by The florida Bar in workers'
compensation and appellate practice.

Yale Galanter was named the 2012
NSU Distinguished Alumni Achievement
Award recipient for the Shepard Broad
Law Center. Given in recognition
for outstanding accomplishments in
one's field, the Distinguished Alumni
Achievement Award is the highest honor
bestowed by the NSU Alumni Association. Galanter accepted his award at
NSU's annual Celebration of Excellence
ceremony held at the Signature Grand
in Davie on January 19.
Galanter is a renowned criminal defense
attorney with a well-earned reputation
for handling high-profile cases. His client
list has included O.J. Simpson, Charlie
Sheen, Kobe Bryant, and Scott Peterson.
With more than 20 years of experience
in criminal litigation, he is frequently
called upon as a television guest to offer
commentary and analysis of big cases.
He has appeared on CNN and FOX
News, as well as on national programs
such as The Today Show, Good Morning
America, The O'Reilly Factor, and
The Abrams Report. He has also been
interviewed and mentioned in The New
York Times, The Wall Street journal, and

USA Today.

ALUMNI ACHIEVEMENTS

1984

Gary Betensky is a shareholder with
the law firm of Richman Greer, P.A.,
in West Palm Beach and a member of
NSU Law Center's Board of Governors.
He was elected president of the Palm
Beach Regional Office of the American
Jewish Committee, the global leader for
advocacy on behalf of the Jewish people
and Israel. Board certified in business
litigation law, Betensky maintains a civil
trial, business litigation, and appellate
practice concentrating in complex commercial litigation and business disputes.

1987

John M. Dodig, of Feldman Shepherd
Wohlgelernter Tanner Weinstock &
Dodig, LLP, in Philadelphia, was named
to South jersey Magazine's 2011 Awesome
Attorneys list for the second consecutive
year. He was also named a 2012 Pennsylvania Super Lawyer. Dodig was the
host at the Pennsylvania Association of
Justice's 2011 Retreat Awards Dinner
and presented "Trial Strategy: Building
Blocks of Persuasion" to students of the
Temple University Beasley School of
Law LL.M. Trial Advocacy program.

1989
1985

1986

Alan S. Levine, managing partner
of Addiction Recovery Legal Services
(ARLS), has opened a new location in
Orlando. ARLS is the only law firm in
Florida that concentrates in substance
abuse Marchman Act litigation. He has
worked with the Department of Children
and Families to rewrite and implement
changes to the statute. Levine's expertise
has led him to lecture statewide about
the Marchman Act to medical, substance
abuse, and legal professionals.

David Weiss , who holds several
container patents, is a partner at uVu
Technologies in Boca Raton, Horida.
His company won the 2012 Specialty
Coffee Association of America People's
Choice Award in New Packaging.

Mary Boyce Wells was recently
named of counsel to Young Moore and
Henderson, P.A., in Raleigh, North
Carolina, after working as a solo practitioner in administrative and health law.

Anthony Emanuele has been named
partner at Lydecker Diaz, Miami. His
primary areas of practice have focused on
administrative and regulatory litigation,
health care matters, labor and employment litigation, and commercial litigation.

1990

G. William Riggs was promoted to
colonel in the United States Marine
Corps. Riggs is currently assigned as
circuit (supervising) military judge in
the Eastern Judicial Circuit and NavyMarine Corps trial judiciary. First
certified as a military judge in 2007,
Riggs became the circuit judge for the
.Eastern Judicial Circuit in December
20 I 0. The Eastern Judicial Circuit, one
of the busiest in the Department of
Defense with five active duty military
judges, provides judicial support for
all Marine Corps installations and
commands in North Carolina.

1991
Roger K. Gelb is the managing
partner of Gelb & Gelb, P.C., in
Washington, D .C., which was listed
among the top three law firms in the
Washington, D .C., area for best malpractice representation in the 20 I I Best
of Legal Times reader's rankings. The
rankings were based on votes cast by
readers of The Legal Times.
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1992

Jose A. Rodriguez has been named
an equity partner of Rennert Vogel
Mandler and Rodriguez in Miami.

1 995
Adam Scott Goldberg authored
an article "The Dirty Dozen: Twelve
Documents Every Attorney Should
Review Before Serving on the Board
of a Tax-Exempt Organization," The
Florida Bar journal, November 2011,
Volume 85, No. 9.

Ronald W. Gregory of Englander
Fischer in St. Petersburg, Florida, received
the AV® Preeminent TM Peer Review
Rating from Martindale-Hubbell®.

Andrea Gundersen was awarded
the Joseph J. Career Professionalism
Award by the Broward County Bar
Association for being a role model of
integrity, credibility, and mentorship.

Jamie Dell White has authored a romantic legal thriller, Defense ofthe Heart.

1993

Ariana Fajardo was appoinred by
Rick Scott, Florida's governor, to the
Eleventh Judicial Circuit Court. Fajardo
had practiced with Orshan and Fajardo
since 2003. Previously, she was an
assistant state attorney with the Eleventh
Judicial Circuit from 1996 to 2002.

Jeffrey A. Rembaum has joined the
practice of Kaye and Bender of Fort Lauderdale as a firm member. The firm name
has changed to Kaye Bender Rembaum.

1997

Hilary Creary was appointed director
for the Seventeenth Judicial Circuit
Guardian ad Litem program. Creary
joined the Guardian ad Litem program
in Jacksonville as a contract program
attorney in 2005. In 2006, she became
a senior program attorney, and a year
later she was named as the supervising
attorney. ln 2010, she assumed the
position of circuit director. Creary was
previously involved with the Guardian
ad Litem program in Broward County
while she was a partner in the law firm,
Baxter & Creary.

Glenn M . Cooper has joined the
Fort Lauderdale and Miami offices of
Gray Robinson, P.A., as a shareholder in
the firm's Immigration and International
Law Department. Cooper will focus his
practice on assisting U.S. companies,
foreign companies, investors, and professionals regarding U.S. immigration laws.

1999
Samantha J. Fitzgerald has
opened the Law Offices of Samantha
J. Fitzgerald, in Plantation, Florida.
Her practice focuses on federal and
state tax matters, estate planning, and
probate administration.

Jason R. Himschoot recently
joined the Condo and HOA Law
Group serving Lee, Collier, Charlotte,
Hendry, and Glades counties. The firm
is tailored to representing associations
and provides a wide array of services
from governing document amendment
revisions and interpretations to
insurance coverage issues and developer
warranty enforcement.

Adam Rabinowitz was installed as
president of the B'nai B'rith Justice Unit
#5207. He is a shareholder with Broad
& Cassel in Fort Lauderdale, where he
practices commercial litigation.

Susan L. Copeland has rejoined
Gunster in the Stuart office as an of
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counsel attorney in the private wealth
services practice. She specializes in estate
and trust planning, probate and trust
administration, tax preparation and
audits, guardianship administration,
estate, gift and generation-skipping
tax planning, fiduciary representation,
advanced estate planning strategies, and
charitable planning.

ALUMNI ACHIEVEMENTS

2 000

2002

Kelly Cohen , who opened the first
substate office of Southern Strategy
Group, a division of the Tallahassee-based
national government lobbying firm U.S.
Strategy Group, has been named Central
Florida's 2011 Outstanding Female of
the Year in Orlando Business journal's
Forty Under 40 competition.

Sorraya M. Solages, president
of the Dade County Bar Association
Young Lawyers Section, helped lead the
section to win the Outstanding Florida
Young Lawyer Affiliate of the Year
award for the comprehensive programming it provided for its 1,400 members
in 2011. Ethan Wall, NSU Law Center
alumnus and member of the Dade
County Bar Association Young Lawyers
Section, was also at the awards ceremony.

Steven Marcus, partner/shareholder
at Fowler White Boggs in Fort Lauderdale, was featured in The Florida Bar
News for his hands-on pro bono work
that helped Holocaust survivors receive
monthly pensions and back payments
from the German government as part
of reparations for wartime crimes
against Jews.

Sheryl A. Moore has joined Fowler
White Burnett in Miami as a shareholder.

The section was also awarded grant
money from the Young Lawyers Division
for the best member service project, a
week-long celebration of the American
Bar Association's 2012 Law Day, tided
"No Courts, No Justice, No Freedom."

2003

Alison Smith of Weiss Scrota
Helfrnan Pastoriza Cole and Boniske
in Fort Lauderdale has been appointed
to the Legal Aid Service of Broward
County's Board of Directors.

Elizabeth E. Daugherty was the
recipient of The Florida Bar President's
Pro Bono Service Award for the Seventeenth Judicial Circuit. Daugherty has
her own law practice in Fort Lauderdale,
practicing principally matrimonial and
family law litigation and family and
circuit civil mediation. Since 1994,
Daugherty has voluntarily contributed
a significant portion of time to provide
free legal services to those with no or
low income. Daugherty donates her
time to foreclosure mediations, as well
as divorce, domestic abuse, custody, and
visitation cases.

2004

Alexander D. Brown was promoted
to administrative director at Tripp Scott
in Fort Lauderdale. Brown specializes in
complex business litigation and inte!Jectual property litigation. Florida's Super
Lawyers magazine has identified him as
a super lawyer for the past three years.
David Di Pietro has been appointed
by Rick Scott, governor for the state of
Florida, to the North Broward Hospital
District Board of Commissioners. Di
Pietro is the proprietor of David Di Pietro
Law, P.A., in Fort Lauderdale, Florida.

2001
David Salomon , managing partner
of Salomon Bravo, PL, in Plantation,
was elected to the Broward County
Hispanic Bar A~sociation' s Board of
Directors. Salomon is a criminal defense
lawyer with extensive trial experience
who heads the firm's criminal and personal injury practices.

Barbra Stern was appointed by Rick
Scott, governor for the state of Florida,
to the Florida Elections Commission
(FEC). The FEC investigates and determines violations of state elections law
after complaints are filed.

Jeffrey Backman has joined
Greenspoon Marder's litigation group
in the firm's Fort Lauderdale office. He
is currently an executive director of the
B'nai B'rith Justice Unit and on the
board of directors for L.E.A.D. In addition, Backman is a Broad Fellowship
Mentor and a member of Leadership
Broward, Class XX.Vlll.

Joseph R. Fitos, a shareholder in the
Orlando office of Gray Robinson, P.A.,
was appointed to the board of directors
of the Roper YMCA in Winter Garden,
Florida. Fitos practices in the areas of
commercial and construction litigation,
as well as in professional liability defense.

2005
J. Andrew Atkinson was appointed
by Rick Scott, governor for the state of
Florida, to the Second Ctrcuit Judicial
Nominating Commission. Atkinson is
an attorney in the Tallahassee office of
Broad and Cassel.
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children in the child welfare system in
this state. Currently, children in Florida
child welfare proceedings are the only
unrepresented party. FACC's mission
is to advocate for every child who is a
party in a Florida child welfare proceeding and for that child to be represented
by a competent and trained attorney
who has the time to effectively represent
that child.

Richard Cheng was presented with

Jonathan C. Benitah has opened
Jonathan C. Benitah, P.A., and Florida
Executive Title, both located in
Hollywood, Florida.
Marc Brody, an associate in Gunster's
West Palm Beach office, was listed
as a Rising Star in the Mergers and
Acquisitions practice area in the 2012
Florida Super Lawyers. Brody focuses
his practice on business, technology,
franchise, and general corporate law,
as well as on mergers and acquisitions;
federal, state and local taxation;
corporate, partnership, and individual
taxation; and tax exempt organizations.

Matthew R. Rocco has been named
the associate dean of business administration of Broward College.

2006
Abigail Beebe, of Sasser, Cestero
and Sasser, P.A., was elected treasurer of
the Florida Association of Counsel for
Children's (FACC) 2011-2012 Board of
Directors. The National Association of
Counsel for Children (NACC) is a nonprofit, child advocacy and professional
membership association dedicated to
providing high-quality legal representation for children. The goal ofFACC
is to ensure effective representation of
50

the Distinguished Service Award by the
Texas Occupational Therapy Association
for authoring a legal chapter in an
academic textbook and being a monthly
columnist in their trade magazine,
Advance for OT The column is tided
"Legal Line."

Jennifer Diaz was named the 2011
Member of the Year by the Organization
of Women in International Trade
(OWIT). The award is presented
for outstanding contributions to the
organization and strong commitment
to advancing women in international
trade and business. The professional
association also selected OWIT's South
Florida chapter-of which Diaz is
immediate past president-as its 2011
Chapter of the Year.
In presenting the prestigious award to
Diaz, OWJT cited her leadership in
forging partnerships between her chapter
and prominent South Florida business
and professional organizations, as well
as for entering into a memorandum of
understanding with Miami Dade College
to assist in developing a new export
compliance program. The organization
also praised her creation of a social
media chair on the chapter board, an
initiative that has resulted in one of
the largest OWIT chapter fan bases on
Facebook, a thriving Linkedln presence,
and an active fan base on Twitter.
Diaz is the head of Becker and Poliakoff' s Customs and International Trade
Practice group. She is an alumna of the
Greater Miami Chamber of Commerce's

Leadership Miami program and serves
on the boards of the Miami Council for
lnternational Visitors and Miami Beach
Sister Cities. In 2011, she was named a
Rising Star by Super Lawyers magazine.
Founded in 1989, the Organization
ofWomen in lnternational Trade
(www.owit.org) is a voluntary, nonprofit,
professional association dedicated to
advancing global trade opportunities for
women by providing networking and
educational opportunities. It has more
than 2,000 members united in 26
affiliate chapters worldwide.

Andrew Mescolotto became a
partner at Fertig and Gramling in Fort
Lauderdale. He practices in admiralty
and maritime litigation.

2007
Joanne Charles has joined
Weiss Scrota Helfman Pastoriza Cole
and Boniske in Fort Lauderdale as
an associate.

2008
Matthew A. Fiorello has joined
Peterson Bernard in West Palm Beach as
an associate. He was previously an assistant public defender in Broward County.
Joe Reichert has joined Tripp Scott
in Fort Lauderdale as an associate.

Robert C. Sheres was selected by the
Daily Business Review as one of the Most
Effective Lawyers of201 l in the Real
Estate category.
Keith Sonderling, an associate in
Gunster's West Palm Beach office, was
listed as a 2012 Florida Super Lawyers
Rising Star in the Employment and

ALUMNI ACHIEVEMENTS, CORRECTION, AND I N MEMORIAM

Labor practice area. Sonderling focuses
his practice on labor and employment
litigation, labor and employment
counseling, and business and complex
commercial litigation.

-

CORRECTION
There was misinformation printed
in the 2010-2011 issue of Nova
lawyer. Louis Reinstein
('06) is a democratic candidate
for the Florida State House of
Representatives, District 98.

2009

Karen E. Berger has joined
Greenspoon Marder's Complex and
Civil Litigation group in the firm's Fort
Lauderdale office.
And rew Fuxa has joined Greenspoon
Jeremy Dicker accepted a position as
staff attorney to Peggy Quince, a Florida
Supreme Court justice.

Marder's First-Party Property Insurance
Law group in Fort Lauderdale, representing policy holders with claims against
.
.
msurance comparnes.

IN MEMORIAM
William R. Light ('84)
David Paulus ('90)
Nancy Elizabeth Crown ('92)

Scott Klein published an article,
"Strengthening the Joe Doe Summons:
Where Government Must Turn to
Overcome Limited Resources," in ABA
Tax Section NewsQuarterly.

Adrienne J. Carpenter ('97)
Jeremy Rabbani ('09)

Nova Dorrington K. Muhlenberg
Bonnett published "Containing the
Cost of Health Care for Vulcrnable
Recipients: Why Accountable Care
Organizations May Cost Us Too Much,"
251 Elder law Advisory 1, January 2012.

2011

Jeremy Tyler has joined Greenspoon
Marder's First-Party Property Insurance
Law group in Fort Lauderdale, representing policy holders with claims against
.
.
msurance comparnes.

Conrad and Scherer in Fort Lauderdale
as an associate.

2010

Steven Presley has joined his father,
Michael Presley, class of 1980, at Presley
LawandAssociates, P.A., in Wellington,
Florida. The firm represents physicians
and provides trust management services.

Maria Soledad Bodero has
joined Boyd and Jenerette in Miami
as an associate.

Gary Englander has joined

Bruno Renda has been named an
associate at McIntosh, Sawaran, and
Cartaya in Fort Lauderdale.
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U PCOMING NSU

CLE COU RSES AT

LAw CENTER EvENTS

TH E

September 28

September 7

The "How to Build Professional
Relationships and Build Your Practice"
interactive seminar is hosted by a Dale
Carnegie instructor. Attorneys, students,
judges, and law professors will learn
skills that they can use to promote their
practice and themselves. Participants
will practice their new skills at a speed
networking segment. A reception will
follow. For registration information,
visit www. nsulaw. nova. edu.

Social Media, the Internet, and Lawyers
This course will teach you how to use
social media and the Internet to improve
your law practice and drive clients to your
Web site. We will also have a hands-on
technology segment to teach you how
to use social media and the Internet in
your law practice. A networking reception will follow this event. Registration
information will be available soon.

NSU LAw CENTER

September 28
October l and 2
The Law Alumni Association Central
Florida Chapter is for our alumni
Jjving or working in Orange, Seminole,
Osceola, Volusia, and Brevard counties.
Meetings will be in the Orlando metro
area. For more information, contact
minicuccie@nsu.law.nova.edu or call
(954) 262-6303.

November 29
Mark your calendars for the Law
Alumni Annual Holiday Party. More
information about this event will be
available online at www.nsulaw.nova.edu.

December 13
Don't miss out on the Palm Beach
Chapter Law Alumni Holiday Party.
To assist with the holiday party or
another event for the fall, contact
Donna Greenspan Solomon ('95),
Palm Beach Chapter president, at
donna@solomonADR.com.

ASSOCIATION 2012 EVENTS
Develop your referral network by
attending events sponsored by the
NSU Alumni Association.

September 8
Fort Lauderdale-Museum of Art I Fort
Lauderdale exhibition

September 12
Fort Lauderdale-Meet Me Downtown
networking event at YOLO on Las Olas

September 22

Building Professional Relationships
for Business and Career Development.
A self-improvement course designed
for attorneys, law students, and other
professionals who want to improve
communication style for business and
professional development. A social reception with food and drink will follow.

October 10

November 9

December 8

Dispute Resolution: Various Ways
to Solve a Dispute in American and
Jewish Law
The seminar will review various dispute
resolution methods in American law
and examine the Talmud and what it
says about this topic. Presenters are
Peter Wechsler, J.D., and David Schoen,
rabbi at the South Florida Center for
Jewish Ethics. Florida Bar CLE credits
arc pending. NSU students, faculty
and staff members, and members ofthe
Judiciary, are free, but must preregister
to reserve a space. Register online at
www. nsulaw. nova. edu.

Texas-Reception with NSU President
and Chief .Executive Officer George L.
Hanbury II, Ph.D., at W Dallas Victory
in Dallas

The Law Center admits students of any race, sex, sexual orientation, age, color, nondisqualifying
disability, marital status, religion or creed, or national or ethnic origin. ■ Nova Southeastern University's
Shepard Broad Law Center is a member of the Association of American Law Schools and is accredited by
the Council of the Section of Legal Education and Admissions to the Bar of the American Bar Association
(321 North Clark Street, Chicago, IL 60610-4714, Telephone number: 312-988-6738). 05-167-12MCP

52

NSU ALUMNI

New York-Reception at the Sagamore
Resort in Bolton Landing

Fort Lauderdale-Meet Me Downtown
event to view the SHARKS exhibit at
the Museum of Art I Fort Lauderdale

To register for these NSU
Alumni Association events, go to
www. nova. edulalumni/events/index. html.

Nova Southeastern University is integrating the protection and preservation of global
resources into our everyday practices. It's part of our commitment to socially conscious,
responsible, and thoughtful behavior. We are proud to offer this publication printed
entirely on 10% postconsumer waste (PCW) paper. The use of PCW paper reduces the
demand on the world's forests.
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Don't Miss Out
Are you missing out on
important Law Center events,
information, and benefits?
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